
September, 2026 
   

 

 

 

 
  

 

Hi. Peace be with you! 
       

 

Dear church family,  
  

Some goodbyes are harder than we expect. As I prepare to conclude my 
time as Interim Pastor for Faith Lutheran Church in Rotonda West (FLCRW) 
at the end of September/26, I find myself thinking about St. Paul’s farewell to 
the elders of Ephesus in Acts 20. St. Paul loved those people. He had 
shared their lives, taught them, prayed with them, and walked alongside 
them. And when the time came for him to leave, there was sadness. But St. 
Paul knew saying goodbye did not mean that his love for them had come to 
an end. It meant entrusting them to God and trusting that God would 
continue the work. Sometimes, when we truly love, we have to let go. 
    

That is where I find myself now. Leaving FLCRW is painful because I am not 
simply leaving a place. I am saying goodbye to people who have become 
very dear to me. During my time with your congregation, we have worshiped 
together, prayed together, laughed together, as well, and shared some 
difficult moments. Somewhere along the way, this congregation became 
more than an interim assignment. It became a community of people my wife 
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and I now love. We will miss you very much. Yet I am also deeply grateful 
that God is bringing a new Interim Pastor to walk with FLCRW through the 
next season. My hope and prayer are that you will welcome pastor Dibble 
with the same warmth and grace that were shown to me. 

  

I am also deeply grateful for my beloved First Presbyterian Church of Port 
Charlotte (FPCPC), where I continue to have the privilege of serving. I am 
thankful to the people and leadership of FPCPC for trusting me and for 
allowing me to share my time, gifts, and ministry with you for over a year. I 
know that meant some sacrifices for them. There were Sundays and other 
moments when I could not be with them as much as we would have liked. 
Yet I also believe that they knew it was the right thing to do. No flock should 
have to be without a pastor when there is a way to help. By willingly sharing 
me with another congregation, they showed something beautiful about who 
we are called to be as the Church. They opened their hearts and made room 
for others. In the same way, I hope you will be able to do that for Hope 
Lutheran Church, as the two congregations seek to call a pastor together. 

  

So, Faith Lutheran, as I say farewell, I do so with a full and grateful heart. 
Thank you for letting me walk with you for this season. Thank you for the 
love you have shown Betania and me. And please know that you will remain 
in my prayers, just as I trust that I will remain in yours. We entrust one 
another to God, knowing that wherever our paths lead, we belong to Christ 
and to one another. 

  

God bless you all. 
  

Yours truly, 
Rev. Syl Estevez 
Designated Interim-Pastor 
    

 

          

Mark Your Calendars… 

  

Tuesday, Sept. 1 

   

• 7:30 am - Men’s Breakfast at Stefano’s Family 

Restaurant 

• 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 
           

 

Sunday, Sept. 6 

   

• 9:45 am - Legacy Writing Workshop 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 

   

• 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 
           

 

Sunday, Sept. 13 

   

• God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 



• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, Sept. 15 

   

• 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 

• 10:00 am - Council Meeting 
           

 

Wednesday, Sept. 

16 

   

• 11:30 am - Ladies Luncheon at Lighthouse Grill 
   

        

 

Sunday, Sept. 20 

   

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, Sept. 22 

   

• 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 
           

 

Sunday, Sept. 27 

   

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands 
  

           

For many years, the ELCA has encouraged congregations to participate in a 
special outreach called “God’s Work, Our Hands.”  Each year we choose a 
different group to help.  This year we will be assisting Lutheran World Relief as 
they assemble Personal Care Kits for areas across the world that need 
help.  During August, we will be collecting the following items, new and in their 
original packaging unless noted:  

• dark-colored lightweight bath towels 

• 2-3 bath-size bars of soap 

• adult toothbrush 

• a sturdy comb (remove packaging) 

• metal nail clippers (remove packaging) 

We will see the items are separated into kits.  The full details are on the bulletin 
board in the narthex.  If you prefer, drop a check, marked GWOH, in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church.  The team will purchase items still 
needed.  Thanks in advance for your help. 
 

  



Don’t miss it! 
  

  

 

Happy Birthday to… 
 

09/02 - Sam D’Amico 

09/06 - Marcia Wilkins 

09/07 - Sue Baran 

09/20 - Barb Jones 

09/26 - David Montesi 

09/27 - Gary Wilkins 

09/28 - Brian Lindhurst 
   

Happy Anniversary to…  
 

09/03 - John & Linda Schleede 

09/16 - Allan & Joan Thoren  
   

         

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the church 
office to have your special dates added. 

  

 



 

Sherry Hatt - Recovery 

Tracie Thompson - Health Issues 

Judy Jasper - Health Issues 

Doug Schuemann - Recovery 

Ruth Ash - Health Issues 

Sandy Despreaux - Rehab 

Gary & Marcia Wilkins - Health Issues 

Greg Schultz - Health Issues 
   

Jeff Petersen - Health Issues 

Buster & Carolyn Furman - Health Issues 

Harold Schultz - Health Issues 

Byron Myrick - Health Issues 

Jim Taylor - Health Issues 

Lou Taylor - Recovery 

Jean Ihlenburg - Health Issues 
   

        

 

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify Barbra 
in the church office. We remove names every three months, unless individuals request to 

remain on the list. 
  

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

     

 

https://us.list-manage.com/R4DDKpapDzi?e=55355af833&c2id=a56b3e38abdae12330fa274530c7d740
https://us.list-manage.com/aVCFzChnztV?e=55355af833&c2id=a56b3e38abdae12330fa274530c7d740
https://us.list-manage.com/Qz1c215tynJ?e=55355af833&c2id=a56b3e38abdae12330fa274530c7d740
https://us.list-manage.com/a5j5u4cfYQ5?e=55355af833&c2id=a56b3e38abdae12330fa274530c7d740

