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Faith, Hope and Love
1 Corinthians 13:13
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Hi. Peace be with you!

As Lutherans, we frequently speak of being church together—not merely as
an administrative convenience, but as a deep theological reality rooted in
the Gospel. As our two congregations enter this new chapter of intentional
cooperation, we are living out that calling in a fresh, hopeful way.

The Apostle Paul reminds us of the sacred interconnectedness of Christ’s
people in his letter to the Ephesians:

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of
your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and in all” (Eph 4:4—6, NRSV).

Forming a cooperative ministry does not mean erasing what makes each of
our communities special. Our individual histories, treasured traditions, and
beloved memories remain gifts of the Holy Spirit. Unity is not uniformity; it is
harmony. In his first epistle to the Corinthians, Paul describes the church as
a body made of diverse members, noting that “if all were a single member,
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body”
(1 Cor 12:19-20, NRSV). Each congregation brings distinct strengths,
perspectives, and passions to the table, and together we are far better
equipped to embody Christ’s love in our wider community.

A central piece of this cooperative journey is sharing one pastor to shepherd
both congregations. It is completely natural to wonder what this will look like
day-to-day and to ask: Will our church still get the care it needs?

We want to offer full reassurance: our leadership teams and pastor are
entering this partnership with an intentional commitment to balance,
fairness, and mutual respect. Both congregations will receive equal care,



presence, and pastoral attention. From Sunday worship and Christian
education to hospital visits, pastoral counseling, and community outreach,
our shepherd is dedicated to walking alongside both faith families with an
undivided heart.

Just as Paul exhorted early Christian communities to share their gifts so that
“there may be a fair balance” (2 Cor 8:14, NRSV), this shared arrangement
allows our pastoral leadership to be supported by the combined strength
and prayers of both congregations.

Any transition brings questions, adjustments, and moments where we must
learn to listen to one another with patience. Martin Luther frequently
reminded the church that faith is active in love. In this season, practicing
love means extending an abundance of grace, open communication, and
hospitality to our sister congregation and to our shared pastoral leadership.

By joining hands, we open our doors wider to our neighbors. We can care
more deeply for the vulnerable, sustain vibrant ministry long into the future,
and witness to a divided world that Christ draws people together in peace.

Let us step forward with joyful, trusting hearts, holding fast to Paul’s
encouragement: “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Eph 4:1-3, NRSV).

Blessings,

Rev. Melba Dibble

Interim-Pastor for Faith & Hope Lutheran Churches
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Hope Lutheran Church Events

o 10:30 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)
Sunday, October 4 « 11:30 am - Coffee Hour

10:30 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

Sunday, October 11:30 am - Coffee Hour / Council Meeting

11
o 10:30 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)
Sundayig)ctober « 11:30 am - Coffee Hour

10:30 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

Sunday, October 11:30 am - Potluck Luncheon
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Combined Events (Faith & Hope)

7:30 am - Men’s Breakfast @ Stefano’s Family
Restaurant (401 S Indiana Ave, Englewood, FL
34223)

o 11:30 am - Ladies’ Luncheon @ Big Bamboo
Wednesday, Asian Fusion (4104 El Jobean Rd, Port Charlotte,
October FL 33953)

Tuesday, October 6




God’s Work, Our Hands
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Our project for God’s Work, Our Hands this year was assisting Lutheran World
Relief as they assembled Personal Care Kits for areas across the world that
need help. It was a great success. During August, we collected the following
items:

. 18 bath towels

e 24 sets of soap

« 53 toothbrushes

« 15 combs

.« 28 nail clippers

« $170
The money will be used to complete the sets and also go toward shipping
costs.

We Say Goodbye to Our Presbyterian
Friend

We give thanks to God for the time we shared with Pastor Syl and for the
ministry he offered among us. While we are saddened to see him leave, we are
grateful that God is continuing to use his gifts with the Presbyterians.

We send him with our prayers, our gratitude, and our blessing. May God guide
his steps, strengthen his heart, and continue to use him to share the love and
grace of Jesus Christ.

Though our paths now lead in different directions, we remain united in Christ
and thankful for the time God gave us together. May God bless you, Pastor Syl,
and the ministry that lies ahead.




We will work with each other, we will walk

hand in hand: Trip to South America.

Our own Debby Porter had the privilege of joining 8 other women from the
Florida-Bahama Synod on an accompaniment trip to Guyana on August 20 -
26th. Here is her report:

Arriving in Georgetown (the capital of the formerly known as British Guiana),
we traveled with women from the Guyana Lutheran Church, touring the coastal
countryside and visiting several small Lutheran Churches. We then went to
New Amsterdam to Lutheran Court, where the National church is
headquartered. We attended Lutheran worship on Sunday morning, which was
a very traditional service using full Lutheran liturgy, chanting, and traditional
hymns coupled with praise music, clapping, and joyous singing.

We attended their National Women's Convention over the next 3 days, which
included workshops, speakers, skits based on women in the Bible, and much
joyous singing. What struck me the most is that, although our cultures are quite
different, the challenges are very similar. They struggle with a lack of Pastors,
having only 4 for 35 churches spread over 13 parishes. Most of the churches
are led by women lay leaders or deacons, with a Pastor visiting just once a
month. The theme of the convention was how to reach out to younger women
to get them attending church and involved in their activities.

We left having made new friends and with plans to have a virtual Bible Study
together. We also hope the Florida-Bahama Synod can work alongside the
Guyana churches to renovate a camp and retreat center for use by both
Guyana and Suriname, two of our companion churches. | want to thank
WELCA of the Florida-Bahama Synod for helping to finance our trip and the
Global Mission table for making it possible.

SafeWalk Outreach
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Every year at Halloween, the merchants of Dearborn Street sponsor SafeWalk,
an opportunity for local kids to trick-or-treat safely. Thousands of people
attend, so it is a great outreach opportunity. We set up a table and distribute
candy. You can help by donating some wrapped candy (no chocolate or nuts,
please) for the event. There is a basket in the narthex for your contributions.




He Will Be Missed Dearly
Robert W. Ash

Aug. 4,1935 - Aug. 12, 2026

It was with heavy hearts that we mourned the passing and celebrated the life of
our beloved Bob Ash, our brother in Christ and a long-time member of our
church family.

Bob was not simply a member of FLC-RW congregation. He was a familiar
face, a friend, and a part of the story of our church for many years. His
presence among us will be deeply missed.

We give thanks to God for the gift of Bob’s life, for the memories we shared
with him, and for the ways his life touched so many of us. As we grieve, we
hold close to the promise of our faith that death does not have the final word.

May Bob rest in the peace of Christ, and may his memory remain a blessing to
us all. Prayers to Ruth and the whole family.
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HOPE LUTHERAN’S BIRTHAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
COMING NEXT MONTH

Happy Birthday to...

10/01 - Fred Carley 10/22 - Larry Bennett
10/03 - Donna Johnsen 10/24 - Tom Jasper
10/04 - Bruce Rieck 10/25 - Sandy Despreaux
: 10/28 - Harold Schultz
10/04 - Michael Potts .
10/06 - Frank Ulissi 10/31 - :Ianlce JKnke.r .
10/09 - JoAnne Stephens appy Anniversary 1o...
10/19 - Anne Hebert 10/07 - David & Candace Montesi

10/13 - Jim & Lou Taylor

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the church
office to have your special dates added.




HOPE LUTHERAN’S PRAYER LIST COMING NEXT MONTH

Sherry Hatt - Recovery Jeff Petersen - Health Issues
Tracie Thompson - Health Issues Buster & Carolyn Furman - Health Issues

Judy Jasper - Health Issues Harold Schultz - Health Issues

Doug Schuemann - Recovery Jim Taylor - Health Issues
Ruth Ash - Health Issues Lou Taylor - Recovery

Sandy Despreaux - Rehab Jean lhlenburg - Health Issues

Gary & Marcia Wilkins - Health Issues John Culver - Health Issues
Larry Bennett - Health Issues Kathy Myers - Recovery

Bobbie Neilson - Health Issues

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify
Barbra in the church office. We remove names every three months, unless individuals
request to remain on the list.
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Florida-Bahama Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Churches in America, under
the Apostolic care of the Very Reverend Bishop Pedro M. Suarez. We are also part

of the greater compendium of Lutheran churches worldwide.
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