
  

  

 

  

 

May 2026 
      

  

Dear church family, 
  

You, most likely, heard the saying: “if looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and 
quacks like a duck, it is probably a duck.” The saying implies that by relying on 
appearance and behavior, it is possible to make a common-sense judgment, 
especially when the nature of something is disputed. Well, the reasoning is 
catching, but not always easily applicable. 

  

When it comes to the true nature of a Christian, appearance tells us very little. 
Yes, the cross on our necks or cars, the Bible in our homes, and even our 
presence in Sunday worship may point to our identity in Christ. But at the end 
of the day, behavior is really what sets us apart. 

  

While looking at some of the Lectionary Bible passages for this month of May, I 
came across the passages on the Epistles known as First Peter (2:2-10; 3:13-
22 and 4:12-14). According to these passages, God’s chosen people are called 
to behave in a Christlike way. But the author is not saying that it will be easy, 
either. Yes, we are given an identity we did not earn. Then we are given a way 
to live that reflects that identity. And then we are told not to be shaken when 
trials come, because they certainly will come. 

  

What does that look like for us, in simple, daily terms? It means we choose 
patience when it would be easier to snap. It means we answer harsh words 
with gentleness. It means we keep doing what is right, even when no one 
notices, even when it feels like it makes no difference. It means that even 



though we may face struggles, we are not alone in them, and we are not 
without hope. This is not about putting on a show. It is about a life that is slowly 
being shaped from the inside out. 

  

So when life presses in — and it will — we return to what we have been given. 
We remember who we are. We lean on the Spirit for strength. We trust that 
God is at work in us, even in the quiet, unseen places. And step by step, 
choice by choice, our lives begin to bear a family resemblance to Christ. 

  

My dear church. Together, we will strive to look like Jesus, walk like Jesus, talk 
like Jesus, and especially act like Jesus. This is the road we must walk, and I 
am grateful to walk it with you. Let us keep close to one another, encourage 
one another, and keep our eyes fixed on the One who calls us and keeps us. 

  

God bless you and your family. 
  

Yours truly, 
Rev. Syl Estevez 
Designated Interim-Pastor 

  

 

  

         

 

Mark Your Calendars… 
  

Sunday, May 3 
   

• 9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, May 5 
   

• 7:30 am - Men’s Breakfast at Stefano’s 

• 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 

• Pastor Syl will be traveling 
            

Wednesday, May 6 
   

• 3:00 pm - Bible Study 
   

         

Sunday, May 10 
   

• Mother’s Day 

• 9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, May 12 
   

• 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 
   

         

Wednesday, May 
13 

   

• 11:30 am - Ladies’ Luncheon at Ken & Barb’s 
(2000 Oyster Creek Dr.) 

   

         

Sunday, May 17 
   

• 9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Tuesday, May 19 
   

• 8:00 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 

• 10:00 am - Council Meeting 
            



Wednesday, May 
20 

   

• 3:00 pm - Bible Study 
   

         

Sunday, May 24 
   

• 9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

Monday, May 25 
   

• Memorial Day - Church Office closed 
   

         

Tuesday, May 26 
   

• 8:00 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop 
   

         

Sunday, May 31 
   

• 9:00 am - Adult Sunday School 
• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst) 
           

 

 

  

          

Happy Mother’s Day - May 10th 
  

  

A mother’s love is the first classroom of the heart. From our mothers, we learn 
how to hope, how to forgive, and how to stand tall. On May 10th, we will gather 
to pray for the hands that held us, the hearts that keep us, and the enduring 
legacy of love that connects every generation. Join us on Sunday, May 10th, 
as we pray for mothers and mother figures. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pentecost Service - May 24th 
           

 

   

Pentecost, often referred to as the 
birthday of the Church, is a 
momentous occasion that 
commemorates the Holy Spirit’s 
descent upon the apostles and 
disciples of Jesus. This divine 
outpouring marked the inception of 
the Christian community and ignited 
the flames of faith across the world. 

   

         

But why wear red on this special day? The color red has a deep symbolic 
meaning in Christian tradition and serves as a visual representation of the Holy 
Spirit’s presence and the birth of the Church. Just as flames of fire descended 
upon the disciples, enveloping them with divine power and inspiration, the color 
red ignites our hearts with fervor and zeal for our faith. 

            

 

  

Happy Birthday to… 
05/06 - Jean Ihlenburg 

05/08 - Artie Zipp 

05/24 - Kathie Wiley  
05/26 - Jennifer Boehler 
05/28 - William Linsberg 

05/29 - Jay Fisher 
   

Happy Anniversary to… 
05/02 - Chris & Ann Banting 

05/04 - Bill & Ginny Linsberg 

05/06 - Artie & Maryann Zipp 

05/17 - Bill & Rosie Buccine 

05/28 - Doug & Susan Schuemann 

05/31 - Michael & Karen Potts 
            

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the church 
office to have your special dates added. 

  

 

  

Sandy Despreaux - Health issues 

Ginny Linsberg - Health Issues 

Tracie Thompson - Health Issues 

Judy Jasper - Health Issues 

James Reed - Health Issues 
   

Terry Petersen - Health Issues 

Shirley Rice - Health Issues 

Barbara Rodvik - Hospice 

Buster & Carolyn Furman - Health 
Issues 

           

 

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify 
Barbra in the church office. We remove names every three months, unless individuals 

request to remain on the list. 
      

 


