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Listening e Caring e Serving

Dear church family,

As the Florida heat settles in, schools close, snowbirds go back home, and
some of our people travel, this month of June marks that time of the year when
we slow things down. Some of us will spend more time on the road, near the
water, with children and grandchildren, or simply trying to stay cool and catch
our breath after a busy season. Our life together often slows down during these
summer months, and I find this to be all right.

Of course, our Sunday attendance also diminishes (and sadly, our offerings
too), but keep in mind that the church has never been measured by attendance
charts or crowded calendars. The church is still the church whether the
sanctuary is full or whether only a handful gather to sing, pray, listen, and
share peace with one another. Every Sunday matters because every person
matters. We continue worshipping, praying, serving, planning, and caring for
one another in the same steady way we always do. Summer does not place
our faith on pause.

June also brings Father’s Day. For many, it is a joyful day filled with gratitude
and memory. For others, it can be complicated, tender, or even painful. For
those who did not have good fathers, it is hard to think of a good and loving
God as a father figure. Nevertheless, Scriptures speak of God as a Father, but



we know God is far greater than human categories and far beyond the limits of
human identity. God is not confined to biology.

Knowing His audience and culture, and the importance of “heads of families,”
Jesus chose the language of “Father” carefully and lovingly. Not to shrink God
down to a gender, but to draw us close. In the ancient world, a good father is
meant to be a protector, a provider, a teacher, and the one who was the center
of his household. When Jesus called upon God as “Father,” Jesus was
speaking of relationship, of trust, nearness, care, and God as the center of our
lives. The point was never biology. The point was belonging. We are not
abandoned in the universe. We are known, welcomed, loved, and held by the
One who gives us abundant life.

As our summer begins, may we continue walking together with patience and
grace. Whether we are present every Sunday or away for a time of rest, we
remain one body in Christ. The doors remain open. The prayers continue. The
table is prepared and served. And God continues to gather with us here at
Faith Rotonda, again and again.

God bless you and your family.
Yours truly,

Rev. Syl Estevez
Designated Interim-Pastor

Faith's Happenings ...
Fune, 2026

Mark Your Calendars...

« 7:30 am - Men’s Breakfast at Stefano’s Coffee
« 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop

Tuesday, June 2

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee

Sunday, June 7 « 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

« 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
Tuesday, June 9 « 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop
Wednesday, June

0 e« 11:30 am - Ladies’ Luncheon at Mango Bistro

Saturday, June 13 « 11:00 am - Celebration of Life Service for

Shirley Rice

e Flag Day
o 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
e 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

Sunday, June 14

o 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop
« 10:00 am - Council

Tuesday, June 16

« Father’s Day
« 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
« 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

Sunday, June 21




Tuesday, June 23 « 8:00 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop
e 10:00 am - Council Meeting

10:15 am - Morning Coffee
10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

[ast Month's

Sunday, June 28

&

Pentecost Sunday

What a cool picture this is. Lots of red for Pentecost Day and a service full of
the Holy Spirit of God. We welcome the Season of the Holy Spirit at Faith, and
we proclaim that even when we feel alone, we are never alone.

Upcoming

Cvenl's

Father’s Day

Many children easily gravitate

T"ig[é% _ toward their mothers for help and
U 2 encouragement or when they are in
we v fithe s trouble. Fathers are often

underappreciated, but in so many
cases, it's the fathers who are the
rock that holds everything together.

Father's Day was created to
recognize the incredible bond many
of us share with our fathers.

It's a day to reflect on the invaluable lessons we learned from them, the
strength they inspire, and the cherished memories we shared with them. Itis a



day to celebrate all the men in our lives who have helped to shape us into the
people we are today. It's about expressing gratitude for the countless
sacrifices and unwavering support that fathers and father figures in our lives
provide.

When President Johnson issued a proclamation on June 15, 1966, which
officially recognized the holiday, he put it well. “In the homes of our Nation, we
look to the fathers to provide the strength and stability which characterize the
successful family. If the father's responsibilities are many, his rewards are also
great—the love, appreciation, and respect of children and spouse...”.

Join us on Sunday, June 21, to celebrate and pray for fathers.

She’s Retired Now

Even if you don’t know Cyndy
Hoops personally, you have
benefitted from her diligent work as
Faith’s custodian. Along with hubby
Steve, Cyndy has kept the building
and doublewide clean and
sanitized, and dealt with all the
messes a group of people inevitably
generates. She’s been on the job
for 30+ years, first as a volunteer
then as am employee! But the time
finally came for her to retire and
have some more free time so, as of
May 16th, she is no longer
responsible for maintenance here at
Faith—and she was hard to
replace! If you see her and/or Steve
in church, be sure to thank them for
all their years of service. Best of
luck, Cyndy.

May 10-16 was this year’s National
Police Week. It was a perfect
opportunity to thank our local
Sheriff's Office for their service
throughout the year. The Lutheran
Chicks assembled a great collection
of snacks, treats, and bottled water
for the staff and placed it all in
colorful individual bags. Our
secretary donated some handmade
stained glass hearts to complete the

gift. Everything was delivered to the local Sheriff's station on Willmington
Boulevard on May 12th. The officer who helped unload was very appreciative
and thanked the church family for their thoughtfulness.



Synod Assembly

Pastor Estevez and the Porters (Jim
and Debbie) will be participating

with other clergy and church
D Y “ representatives in the 2026 Florida-
2 Bahama Synod Assembly in

Kissimmee, FL.

The theme will be Acts 8:30-31 (“So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He
replied, ‘How can |, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in
and sit beside him.”

Lutheran churches hold synod assemblies to function as a unified body. The
word Synod comes from the Greek words syn (oUv), meaning “together” or
“with,” and hodos (06086¢), meaning “road,” “way,” or “journey.” These Synod
gatherings are a way for us Evangelical Lutherans in America to be “walking
together,” since these gatherings bring together pastors, deacons, and lay
representatives to worship, handle governance, vote on budgets, and elect

church leaders.

These assemblies happen nationwide and serve a few key purposes: i)
Democratic Governance & Voting (Congregations send elected lay voting
members and rostered leaders to represent them), ii. Communal Discernment
(They serve as spaces to discuss resolutions, address theological concerns,
and determine how the church will respond to social and global issues, iii.
Shared Mission (Assemblies connect individual congregations, allowing them
to pool resources, highlight mission work, and accomplish regional or global
objectives that a single church cannot do alone) and, iv. Collective Worship
(beyond business, the gatherings center on communal worship, Bible study,
and fellowship to equip members to carry out the Gospel in their local
communities).

We pray that our pastor and our two representatives will represent us well.

Church
ﬂwwnwme/mfs




Celebration of Life Service
Shirley Jean Rice

March 15, 1937 - May 8, 2026

On Saturday, June 13, 2026, we will be celebrating the life of Shirley Jean
Rice, née Zaske, 89. Shirley passed away peacefully on May 8, 2026, at her
home in Englewood, Florida. Shirley was a part of our church, and she was
known for her kindness and charity. She was widely respected and adored by
all who knew her. Pastor Estevez will be leading the service, and our Lutheran
Chicks volunteered to help prepare a repast for those who can attend and stay
after the service.

Pirthdays &
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Happy Birthday to... Happy Birthday to... Happy Anniversary

06/02 - Linda Schultz 06/18 - Linda Bennett to...

06/10 - Douglas 06/22 - Susan D’Amico 06/10 - Brad & Ruthie

Schuemann 06/22 - Margarete Rieck Rohrbach

06/12 - Marcie Eifert 06/27 - John Matz 06/11 - Brian & Ellen

06/13 - John Schleede Lindhurst

06/14 - Lou Taylor 06/23 - Fred & Cyndi
Carley

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the church
office to have your special dates added.

We are

r




Ron Hatt - Recovery from surgery Terry Petersen - Health Issues

Ginny Linsberg - Health Issues Jeff Petersen - Health Issues
Tracie Thompson - Health Issues Buster & Carolyn Furman - Health Issues
Judy Jasper - Health Shirley Rice’s Family - Strength and
Comfort

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify
Barbra in the church office. We remove names every three months, unless individuals
request to remain on the list.



