
 

 

 
  
     

 

 

Dear church family, 

  

November invites us to remember those from Faith Lutheran Rotonda, who are now with the 

Lord. Over the past year, we have said goodbye to faithful friends and loved ones. Even as we still 

grieve their absence, we give thanks to God for their faith, their love, and the many ways they 

shaped our lives. Their example reminds us that a life of faith leaves a legacy that endures. 

  

Growing up in Brazil, I learned that, in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions, saints are 

believers whose lives displayed deep faith in Christ. They are honored as examples of holiness 

and devotion, and while some may ask for their intercession, they are not to be worshiped. 
  

In our Historical Protestant tradition, we understand that every believer is a saint by God’s grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ. We honor those who came before us as examples of courage, faith, 

devotion, and service. Yet we pray only to God, trusting Christ alone as our Mediator and source 

of grace. Despite our differences, all Christians can agree that the saints remind us of what it 

means to live lives shaped by the love of Christ. We share in the “communion of saints,” the 

spiritual unity of all believers – past, present, and future – joined together in Him. 

  

As we remember our saints this November, we also turn our hearts toward stewardship. The 

saints of Faith Lutheran gave their time, talents, and treasures to serve God and care for others. 

Their faithfulness built the foundation we stand on today. Because of them, our church 

continues to worship, serve, and reach out with Christ’s love in our little corner of the world. 
  

Their example challenges us to do the same. We are stewards of all God has entrusted to us. By 

strengthening our financial and mission foundation, we are also honoring their legacy. It enables 

us to sustain the ministries they began and to create new opportunities for future generations. 
 

  

When we give faithfully, we continue their work of sharing hope and love in Christ. Together, we 

can carry forward what they started. With gratitude for the past and faith in God’s future, let us 

commit ourselves again to the mission they cherished. Let us proclaim the good news of Jesus 

Christ in all we do. 

  



Have a blessed November! 

Pastor Syl Estevez 

Designated Interim-Pastor 
  

  
 

 

 

         

 

Saturday, November 1 

   

• Turn Clocks Back 

• 10:30 am - Cantata Rehearsal (at 

Faith) 
           

 

Sunday, November 2 

   

• 9:00 am - Sunday School 

• 9:45 am - Cantata Singers 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Worship Service 

            

Tuesday, November 4 

   

• 7:30 am - “Men of Faith” Breakfast 

at Stefanos' 

• 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work 

Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” 

Workshop 
            

Wednesday, November 5 

   

• 3:00 pm - Bible Study (Angels of 

Christmas) 

   

         

Sunday, November 9 

   

• 9:00 am - Sunday School 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Worship Service 
            

Tuesday, November 11 

   

• Veteran’s Day 

• 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work 

Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” 

Workshop 

• 10:00 am - Senior Scam Prevention 

Seminar 

            

Saturday, November 15 

   

• 8:30 am - Alzheimer’s Walk 

• 10:30 am - Cantata Rehearsal (at 

First Pres) 
            



Sunday, November 16 

   

• 9:00 am - Sunday School 

• 9:45 am - Cantata Singers 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Worship Service 
            

Tuesday, November 18 

   

• 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work 

Crew 

• 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” 

Workshop 

• 10:00 am - Council Meeting 
            

Wednesday, November 19 

   

• 3:00 pm - Bible Study (Angels of 

Christmas) 

   

         

Sunday, November 23 

 

 

 

Thursday, November 27 

   

• 9:00 am - Sunday School 

• 9:45 am - Cantata Singers 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Worship Service 

  

• Thanksgiving Day 

• OFFICE CLOSED 

            

Saturday, November 29 

  

Sunday, November 30 

   

• Cantata Rehearsal (at Faith) 

  

• 9:00 am - Sunday School 

• 9:45 am - Cantata Singers 

• 10:15 am - Morning Coffee 

• 10:45 am - Worship Service 

           

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



During our most recent meeting on 10/21/25, the following were the top items discussed: 

1. Call Committee -  The Call Committee is meeting and is currently updating the congregation’s 

profile.  This will be forwarded to the synod and is essentially the resume of the church.  It will 

be used to match the congregation with potential pastoral candidates. 

2. Church Air Conditioning Concerns -  Grande Air came in to service our air conditioning units 

and reported they are concerned about servicing units #5 and #6.  They indicated that the 

evaporator coils are difficult to access and could be easily damaged as the units are 13 years 

old.  Quotes to replace both units totaled approximately $19,000.  Council decided to run the 

units till they fail. 

3. Rotonda West Open House -  This event will be held on 11/6 from 6-8 pm at the Community 

Center, and Faith will have a table again this year.  This event is intended to introduce new, 

existing, and potential residents to organizations in our community. 

4. Senior Scam Prevention Seminar -  This will be held on Tuesday, November 11th at 10:00 am in 

the fellowship area of the church.  Nicole Brenner will be conducting the seminar and sharing 

what to look for and how to protect yourself in today’s environment.  Nicole is a licensed 

Medicare agent and will be happy to answer any questions you may have on upcoming changes 

as well. 

5. Google Advertising -  Want to increase exposure to Jesus Christ and his ministry at Faith 

Lutheran Church?  Do a Google search on our congregation and write a review about us.  The 

more reviews we get, the more internet exposure/priority Faith Lutheran will receive.  Fewer 

people get a newspaper these days, and most people indicate they find new church 

opportunities through the internet.  This is something we all can do, and it costs nothing. 

Blessings, 

Jeff Kamm, Council President 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

          

 

Scam Prevention Seminar at Faith. 

  



 

 

 

Why are seniors so often victimized by scam artists? Unfortunately, the older we get, the more 

likely we are to be targeted by cruel financial scams. This is basically because criminal predators 

go after the most vulnerable, those more likely to be taken in by their fraudulent schemes. Every 

month, thousands of Seniors get scammed in the US. On Tuesday morning, November 11, 

at 10:00 a.m., a Senior Scam Prevention Seminar will be held in our church. You are all 

encouraged to attend and learn ways to protect yourselves from this growing problem. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

You are encouraged to join with the Rotonda West Women’s Club as they “Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s.” They will gather on November 15, at 8:30 am, at Broadmoor Park, to start 

walking. There are several options for short or long walks. See the information on the silver 

board in the narthex for complete details and ways to register and/or give. See Kathryn 

Gallagher if you have questions. 
  

  

 

 

 
  

         

 

Meet Steward (our church mouse) and his 3 kids. 

  

 

 



Hello, there. In case you haven’t met me yet, I am Steward. And these are my boys, Time, 

Treasure, and Talent. I bet you didn’t know we were here, but we have been hiding in the church 

for many years, 50 to be exact!   

I must say we are really impressed with you. What a small but mighty church, made up of 

wonderful people. You really live up to your motto: Living, Caring, Serving. 

My family and I are helping with the Stewardship Campaign for 2026. Soon, the committee and I 

will be sending you a letter, and our church family would appreciate your prompt responses. This 

is important, as we plan for the future of our church. Mother Teresa once said, “It is not how 

much we give but how much love we put into giving.” And our small and mighty church hopes 

we can count on your love, not only to support our finances, but also with your time and talents. 

See you again soon. Love, Steward, Time, Talent, and Treasure. 
 

  

  
 

         

 

Greeting and Ushering. 

  

by Ruthie Rohrbach 

  

 

 

Do you remember the old saying, “It’s that time of year, fall is in the air.” Well, it is that time of 

year, except in Florida, it means the average temperature drops from the 90’s to the 80’s or 

lower. It's amazing how much we look forward to this change! 

It’s also the time of year for me to make out the new schedule for greeting/ushering. I’m sort of 

new at this and have had time to consider how to work the schedule. The next schedule will 

cover November and December. The following schedule will cover January through  March. I 

know a lot of our winter family would like to be more involved at Faith. I am hoping that these 

dates will give our winter guests and winter members the opportunity to serve. 

This brings up the question, what does it mean to be a greeter/usher? It means you are not only 

serving your church family, but you are also serving God’s family.  After all, we are all part of 

God’s family. God is our father, brother, and comforter.  As an usher, you help to create an 

environment where all are welcome. You give the first impression of our church to visitors. Think 

about it, a future Faith member may be someone you welcome. You are a very important person 

in our congregation. You will welcome not only visitors, but returning winter family and 

members who are here every week. Most of the ministry of a greeter/usher is pure joy. 

Seriously, it's fun!   

You may ask, what exactly does a greeter/usher do? Welcome! I cannot say this often enough. 

There are some tasks like collecting the offering, handing out bulletins, ushering up to 

communion, and several other small things, but welcoming visitors, returning winter family, and 

local members are the most important things you do. What do you say? “Good morning” is a 



start. “Welcome to Faith” is good. How about, “I don’t think we’ve met, my name is …”.  There’s 

also, “Good morning, Paul. How was your week?” 

Let me tell you a little story about my first experience as a greeter/usher.  At one point in my life, 

I was a new member of a fairly large church. As many churches do, the new members were given 

the opportunity to volunteer for one of the church's ministries. I had never ushered before, but 

God was at work here. I knew absolutely no one at this church, and I volunteered! What was I 

thinking? Well, I found out it was a great way to meet my fellow members. I made myself a 

personal goal to meet and remember at least three people each week. I would introduce myself 

and ask their name. Later, I would write their name down with a brief description to help me 

remember. I reviewed this list each Sunday before church. It really works! 

I’m definitely not perfect. If I forgot a name, I would just ask again. Believe me, people don’t 

mind, and it makes them feel good. For visitors, it gives them their first impression of Faith. As a 

church greeter/usher, you are ministering as Jesus instructed us to do. Ushering is an act of 

service directly contributing to the spiritual well-being of others and embodying the love of 

Jesus. Please prayerfully consider this ministry for yourself. Call or text me to volunteer or to ask 

questions. You would serve one Sunday a month. For example, you may be assigned to serve the 

first Sunday of each month on the schedule. 

More info, feel free to contact me at (251) 490-3538. 

Ruthie Rohrbach 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Men of Faith Breakfast 

  



 

 

Just before getting ready for another day of work in our church’s grounds, the “Men of Faith” 

met again at Stefanos’ for the most important meal of the day. A true joy, no doubt. 

           

 

  
 

ELCA Events 
  

 

 

Pastor Estevez has been busy with all the ELCA events in October. First, he went to Howey-in-the-

Hills to participate in the 2025 Conference on Ministry. According to Pastor Estevez, the 

conference was a refreshing, inspiring, and spiritually fulfilling event. Then he met in Sarasota 

with some local Lutheran ministers and Dr. Carlos Ham from the Synod. In Sarasota, he sat next 

to our former minister, Dr. Brian Armen. This was the third time they had shared meals, and 

Pastor Estevez tells us that Dr. Armen has been nothing but supportive of his work with Faith 

Rotonda. Finally, he went to Tampa to receive Interim Training, where he met with all the Florida 

interim pastors. Pastor Estevez is grateful and says he has been learning a great deal with us, 

especially from Pastor Nicole Eastwood, one of the Bishop’s assistants at the Synod. 

  



 

 

 

 

  
 

FPC-PC and FLC-RW “Getting to Know You” Gathering 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Last month, the congregations of First Presbyterian Church, Port Charlotte, and Faith Lutheran 

Church, Rotonda West, gathered at First Pres to share a delicious meal, great conversations, and 

lots of laughter. The attendance was massive and Pr. Estevez praised both churches for their 

willingness to cross our denominational boundaries and be reminded that in Christ, we are one. 

  



 

 

Faith’s “Guess the Song” champions receiving their prizes from Sue Brembs, FPC-PC Music 

Director. 

  

 

 

ELCA and PC-USA are in full communion with each other, and events like this remind us that the 

things we share in common are much more than the things that divide us. 
  

  
 

Lunch Together? 

  

 

 

Our pastor and his wife (Betania) recently had lunch with some members of our church. Pastor 

Estevez said he and his wife would love to get to know us better, so if you want to have lunch 

with them, just let them know, and they will join you. 
  



  
 

New November Bible Study 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Our “Parables Bible Study” ended on 

October 29th with a lesson from Pastor 

Estevez. Our own Debbie Porter organizes 

these afternoon studies.  In November, our 

group will be using a book called “The 

Angels of Christmas”. This is a four-week 

Advent study by Susan Robb. The study 

explores the four angelic visits surrounding 

the birth of Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, 

Joseph, and the shepherds. Don’t miss our 

next Bible Study, it will be super special. The 

messages of the angels hold meaning for 

listeners both then and now. 

   

        

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The 30th Annual Halloween Safewalk 

           

 



 

 

The 30th Annual Halloween Safewalk was held on Oct. 31st, 2025, on Dearborn Street in 

Englewood. The event was a success, and thanks to the good people at Faith Lutheran, we were 

able to collect a generous amount of candy for all the kids. We will show you some pictures in 

our next newsletter. 

           

 

  
 

We Received a Special Award 

  

 

 

 

You may not be aware that the Englewood Community Coalition has been using Faith Lutheran 

Church as its official address and occasional meeting place for over a decade.  It is one of the 

ways we reach out to the community and serve others.  Over the years, we have hosted Girl 

Scout and Brownie troops, the AA, and a few community organizations that have used Faith as 

their meeting place.  However, this month we received an official “Thank You” for sharing.  The 

Coalition gave us a Certificate of Appreciation as well as a lovely little statue as part of their 

annual celebration event.  The certificate is on display on the board near the men’s room, and 

the statue is on the table in the narthex.  Check them out next time you are in the building. 

  

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



Happy Birthday to… 

 

11/08 - Francine DeGrood 

11/13 - Barb Buroker 

11/14 - Mary Ellen 

McMahon 

11/15 - Jerry Hebert  

11/15 - Bruce Grosvenor 

   

Happy Birthday to… 

 

11/19 - Chuck Grosvenor 

11/21 - Jim Hughs 

11/21 - Linda Ovitz   

11/25 - Tom Newton   

11/28 - Joyce Schultz 

11/29 - Tom Bakker 

   

Happy Anniversary to… 

 

11/04 - Jim & Linda Hughs 

11/06 - Jack & Mary Lou 

Fitzgerald 

11/07 - Tom & Toni 

Newton 

11/30 - Steve & Nikki 

LeVasseur 

           

 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the church office 

to have your special dates added. 

  

  
 

 

 

Art Hanson - Health needs 

Jim Hardenstine - Health Needs 

Jim & Lou Taylor - Health Needs 

Carol Ann Sicilia Reiser - Encouragement 

Kay Culver - Health Needs & Safe Moving 

David Brigham - Health Needs 

  

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify Barbra in 

the church office. We remove names every three months, unless individuals request to remain 

on the list. 

  

 

         

 

 

 

    

 

 
    

 


