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Listening e Caring e Serving

Dear church family,

Like June and July, August is often a quieter month in the life of our congregation. Many of
us are still traveling, our routines look a little different, and the slower pace allows us to
pause and breathe. As many of you already know, | am away during the last week of July
and the first two weeks of August, as | take some scheduled vacation time. | thank you in
advance for your prayers, your encouragement, and for the many ways you continue to
care for one another while | am away.

From the very beginning of Scripture, God teaches us the importance of rest. You all
remember reading that after the work of creation was complete, God rested on the
seventh day, blessed it, and made it holy (Gen. 2:2-3). Sabbath is much more than a day
off. Itis God's gracious gift, reminding us that our lives are sustained not by constant
activity but by God's faithful care. | know that | need those times of rest, and perhaps you
do too. We all need moments to step away from our work, renew our strength, enjoy the
people God has placed in our lives, and make space to delight in God's presence. But my
point here is that choosing to restis also an act of faith. It reminds us that God is always
at work, even when we are not.



As | think about August, | am also reminded that this quieter season is preparing us for
what lies ahead. Before long, summer will give way to fall, familiar routines will return,
and the life of our church will once again be filled with opportunities for worship,
fellowship, learning, and service. | always enjoy seeing our church come alive with the
energy that September brings. | look forward to being back with all of you mid-August,
worshiping together, catching up on the stories of our summer, and continuing the work
God has entrusted to us.

Finally, | thank you for allowing me this time away. It is a gift that helps me return to
ministry with renewed energy and joy. | cannot wait to see what God has in store for us in
the months ahead as we continue growing together in faith, hope, and love.

God bless you and your family.

Yours truly,
Rev. Syl Estevez
Designated Interim-Pastor

Faith's Happenings ...
7.1, 2026

Mark Your Calendars...

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
Sunday, August 2

e 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

e 7:30 am - Men’s Breakfast at Stefano’s Family

Tuesday, August 4
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e 8:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew

e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
Sunday, August 9

e 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

e 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
Tuesday, August 11

e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop

e 11:30 am - Ladies’ Luncheon at Paraiso Mexican Grill
Wednesday, August 12

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
Sunday, August 16

¢ 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

e 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
Tuesday, August 18

e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop




e 10:00 am - Council Meeting

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
Sunday, August 23

¢ 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

e 7:30 am - “Maintaining Faith” Work Crew
Tuesday, August 25

e 9:00 am - “Lutheran Chicks” Workshop

e 10:15 am - Morning Coffee
Sunday, August 30

e 10:45 am - Divine Service (Gottesdienst)

Celebrating 30 Years

After over 30 years of service here at Faith, Cyndy Hoops retired as the church custodian
last month. Pastor Syl prayed for her during a Sunday morning service, but our
leadership wanted to do more. Council approved a $300 gift card to thank Cyndy for her
faithful service over the years. Pastor Syl took it a bit farther, ordering a lovely plaque
and, with the help of our wonderful “Lutheran Chicks,” arranged for a luncheon in
Cyndy’s honor. The Lutheran Chicks set up the meal and purchased cards for everyone
to sign. The culmination was a beautiful celebration on Tuesday, June 30th, in the
fellowship area of the church. Many of Cyndy’s friends from the church family attended
and helped her celebrate her retirement. Cyndy will continue to worship with us, but she
has gladly turned over the task of cleaning the buildings to others.

Thank You Notes

Dear Friends and Family at Faith,

Our heartfelt thank you to everyone for everything. We so appreciated the care, concern,
meals, cards, calls, prayers, and help throughout our times of need. We are both in the
process of healing and doing well. God’s continued blessings on all of you.

Bob and Ruth Ash

Dear family of Faith,

Thank you so much for your expressions of love toward Steve and me as | retire from the
custodian position here at Faith. It has been a blessing to serve my Faith family over the
years. We will continue to enjoy being part of the Faith family.

Cyndy Hoops
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Would you like to learn more about God?

Every fall term, pastor Syl volunteers to teach New Testament and Church History
classes at the Calvary Chapel Bible College of South Florida. The campus of the college
is located next to the First Presbyterian Church of Port Charlotte. The classes start this
week. If you would like to attend our pastor’s class or any other classes, please contact
Pastor Dave Hole at (941) 914-8229 to get more info.

Happy Birthday to... Happy Anniversary to...
08/03 - Janet Moynihan 08/05 - Jeff & Julie Petersen
08/04 - Bob Ash 08/07 - Steve & Cyndy Hoops
08/09 - Jane Plumley 08/12 - John & Jean Matz
08/12 - Ellen Lindhurst 08/13 - Jim & Debby Porter
08/14 - Julie Petersen 08/26 - Tom & Linda Jasper

08/15 - Ernie Ovitz
08/19 - Linda Schleede

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, we’re sorry. Please notify Barbra in the
church office to have your special dates added.
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Sherry Hatt - Recovery Terry Petersen - Health Issues

Tracie Thompson - Health Issues Jeff Petersen - Recovery

Judy Jasper - Health Issues Byron Myrick - Recovery

Doug Schuemann - Recovery Buster & Carolyn Furman - Health Issues
Ruth Ash - Recovery Harold Schultz - Health Issues

Sandy Despreaux - Rehab Byron Myrick - Health Issues

Gary & Marcia Wilkins - Health Issues Jim Taylor - Health Issues

Linsberg family - Peace & comfort Jean Ihlenburg - Health Issues

Greg Schultz - Health Issues

If you would like to add your name or someone else’s to the prayer list, please notify
Barbra in the church office. We remove names every three months, unless
individuals request to remain on the list.



