September 6, 2026 15" Sunday after Pentecost

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

“,. .FOR WHERE/TWO OR THREE
ARE GATHERED TOGETHER IN MY
NAME, THERL IVAM IN THEIR
MIDST.”

MATTHEW 18:20, TKV
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* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able)

THE GATHERING
The Hily Opiris ealls us together as the pegple of Jod.

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS
PRELUDE
*CALL TO GATHER

P We gather in the name of God: Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit,
C Amen!

[Please, stand in body or spirit.]

GATHERING HYMN When Morning Guilds the Skies ELW 853
(w.1,2,4and5 only)
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I  When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:

2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:

3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known

4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:

5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion oO’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

[Please, remain standing.]



*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

C Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C Amen.

[Please remain standing if you are able.]

HYMN OF PRAISE Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, _  where lovecan growand peaceis un-der - stood.
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When my heart 15 hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold.
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warm it with the day, When my heart is lost, lead me on vour way,
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be  good soil,



*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Together we pray:

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove
far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all
that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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[Please be seated.]

THE WORD OF GOD
C?MW@MMWMWWM and dong.

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7-11

"So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.
°If T say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die
in their iniquity, but their blood | will require at your hand. ° But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your
life.’° Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” ** Say to them: As I live, says the
Lord Gob, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?




L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:8-14

® Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” *“ Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. ** Besides this, you know what
time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ** the night
Is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; *°let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. ** Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L The Word of God. C Thanks be to God.
[Please stand if you’re able.]

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671
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Al-le - lu~ia, al-le -1y -1a, gve thanks to the  ris-en Lord Al-le -
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*GOSPEL READING Matthew 18:15-20

P Areading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.



[Jesus said to the disciples:] *° “If your brother or sister sins against you,
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are
listened to, you have regained that one. ‘° But if you are not listened to,
take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. " If that person
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax
collector. *® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in

heaven. *° Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *° For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

[Please be seated.]

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED

PASTOR ESTEVEZ

[Please stand if you’re able.]

THE ACCLAMATION
We rotpond to God with praise, afirmation, prayer, and ofexings.

HYMN OF RESPONSE Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er dwell-ing in the ho - liest realms of  light;
2 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er liv-ing as  the church’s ver - y life;
3 Ho-ly Spir-it, ev-er work-ing through the church’s min - is - try;
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Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er brood-ing o’er a worldof gloom and night;
Ho - ly Spir - it, ev-er striv-ing throughus in a  cease-less strife;

quick-"ning, strength-"ning, and ab-solv-ing, set - ting cap-tive sin - ners free;
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Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er rais-ing those of earth to thrones on  high;
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev - er form-ing 1in the church the mind of  Christ:
Ho-ly Spir-it, ev -er bind-ing age to age and soul to  soul
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liv - ing, life - im - part-ing Spir - it, you we praiseand mag - ni - fy.
you we praise with end - less wor-ship for your gifts and fruits un - priced.
in  com-mu - nion nev-er end-ing, you we wor-ship and ex - tol

*THE CONFESSIONS WE AFFIRM

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Together we confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day, he
rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

O

THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

L  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.




each petition with the words... L  Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

L Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,
and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ hame.

C Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P  Please share the Peace of Christ with one another.

THE OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing,
we respond with our tithe and offerings.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

[Please stand if you’re able.]

OFFERTORY HYMN We Give Thee But Thine Own ELW 686
(v. 1 only)
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it 18 a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L Together we pray:




Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters,
fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the
gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer
into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without
limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE HOLY MEAL

*SURSUM CORDA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ who, every time we gather in
His name, is always with us. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san-na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - estt ho-san -na in the high -est.

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

THE INVITATION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are
hungry, come!
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those
not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring
your child if you wish for him/her to receive a blessing, too. Both wine (red) and

grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the
pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

[After all have communed, please stand.]

*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.

C Amen.
*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Together we pray:
C We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest

need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out
for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common
life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads
us now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
o bleosses us anddends us on @ mission to the world,

*THE BENEDICTION

P The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth,
one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and

every day. Amen.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Joyful, Joyful
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I Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be- fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.

well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depthof hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live 1 love are thine;
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im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
re - joice in thee.
di- vine!

Giv - er of
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy

*THE DISMISSAL

P Gooutin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Coffee Hour Change
Starting this week, on the first Sunday of each month, we will be
serving a savory warm/hot selection of foods instead of the regular
sweets during Sunday morning coffee time. Our coffee hour runs
from 9:45 till 10:45. Please join us next Sunday and enjoy the
fellowship time.

God’s Work, Our Hands, September 13
Next Sunday is God’s Work Our Hands Sunday. There is still time
to donate to Lutheran World Relief’'s Personal Care Kits. The full
details are on the bulletin board in the narthex, where there is also
a container for your donations.

September Ladies Luncheon
Ladies, today is the deadline to sign up for the September Ladies
Luncheon. You are invited to join the ladies this Wednesday,
September 9th, 11:30 am, at The Lighthouse Girill. It is located at
260 Maryland Ave (west of Placida Rd at bay’s edge). Separate
checks.

Notice to All Members
Next Sunday, immediately following worship, there will be a
Congregational Meeting to present council’s recommendation
regarding a shared ministry partnership with Hope Lutheran Church
and calling a parish pastor to serve both congregations. You don'’t
have to be a member to attend, but you do need to be a member to
vote.

Attendance last week: 48
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Food Pantry
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local
families in need. You can help by bringing shelf stable milk and
placing it in the container in the narthex.

We Continue Praying For ...

Tracie Thompson Judy Jasper Jeff Petersen
Sherry Hatt Harold Schultz  Doug Schuemann
Jean Ihlenburg Pastor Syl Sandy Despreaux
Bobbie Neilson Byron Myrick Jim & Lou Taylor
Larry Bennett Kathy Myers John Culver

Gary & Marcia Wilkins Buster & Carolyn Furman

Serving Today

Altar Guild: Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor
Liturgist: Ruthie Rohrbach Sound: Jim Porter

Ushers: Tom Newton, Art

Hanson, Ken Stephens

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every weekday morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
Wednesday 11:30 am Ladies Luncheon
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

10:45 am Morning worship

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff
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‘ ‘ COMMIT TO THE LORD WHATEVER YOU
DO, AND HE WILL ESTABLISH YOUR PLANS. , ,

-PROVERBS 16:3
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi

Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

Z4(D®, Evangelical

4= =t Lutheran Church

=
‘\! |7pO in America
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