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PASTOR SYL’S FAVORITE LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS - PART 1 

“HERR DOKTOR MARTIN LUTHER” 
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Faith Lutheran Church - Rotonda West - Florida 
Divine Service Order 

* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able) 
 

 

 
 

THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

 
 

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS 
 
 

PRELUDE    
 
 

*CALL TO GATHER 
 

P We gather in the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen! 
 

[Please stand in body or spirit.] 
 
 

*GATHERING HYMN God is Here 
 

ELW 526 
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[Please remain standing.] 
 
 

*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess 

our sin. 

C  Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your 

goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans 

from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your 

call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to 

live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

P  Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus 

Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and 

the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C  Amen. 
 

[Please remain standing if you are able.] 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512 
 

 
 

 
 
 

*THE GREETING  

 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you. 
 

 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 
 

P Together we pray: 

C Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to 

us, your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant 

us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

God speaks to us in Scripture, proclamation, and song. 
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THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Exodus 19:1-7 
1 On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of 

Egypt, on that very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They 

journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in 

the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses 

went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus you 

shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 ‘You have seen 

what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. 5 Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep 

my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. 

Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly 

kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to 

the Israelites.” 7 So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and 

set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. 
 

 

L The word of God.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                1 Peter 2:1-10 
1 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice and all guile, insincerity, envy, 

and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so 

that by it you may grow into salvation — 3 if indeed you have tasted that 

the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals 

yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let 

yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands 

in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

      a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not 

believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

      has become the very head of the corner,” 
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8 and “A stone that makes them stumble 

      and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 
 

 

L The Word of God.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL READING            Luke 10:38-42 
 

P A reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

38 Now as they [Jesus and the disciples] went on their way, he [Jesus] 

entered a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 

She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what 

he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she 

came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me 

to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 41 But the Lord 

answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many 
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things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen 

the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”  

 

 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 
 

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED 
 

 
 

PASTOR ESTEVEZ 
 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
\ 

 
 

 
 

THE ACCLAMATION 

We respond to God with praise, affirmation, prayer, and offerings. 
 
 

 

 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE                  As Saints of Old ELW 695 
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*THE CONFESSIONS WE AFFIRM 
 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 

L Together we confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 

of the Virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day, he 

rose again.   

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 

 

 

L Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 

confident that God hears us. 

  each petition with the words…  L  Hear us, O God. 

        C  Your mercy is great. 
 
 

L Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P  Please share the Peace of Christ with one another.  
 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offerings. 
 
 

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE 
 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 

 

 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN We Give Thee, But Thine Own 
 

ELW 686 
 

 

 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 
 

L Together we pray: 

C  Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the 

gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without 

limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

THE HOLY MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 
 

*SURSUM CORDA 
 

 

 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
 
 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who gladly taught and 

discipled men and women. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord S207 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in the remembrance of 

me. 
 

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of 

me. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 
 

P Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give  

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

THE INVITATION 
 

 

 

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 

hungry, come! 

 

 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

 
 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and regularly commune 

at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those not communing, please keep your 

hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring your child if you wish for him/her to receive a 

blessing, too. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free 

wafer, notify the pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive 

communion in your seat, please notify an usher. 
 
 

[After all have communed, please stand.] 

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.     

C Amen. 
 
 

*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 

 

P Together we pray: 

C  We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest 

need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out 

for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common 

life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads 

us now and forever. Amen. 
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THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us on a mission to the world. 
 

 

 
 

*THE BENEDICTION 
 

 

P  The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, ☩ 

one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and 

every day. Amen.  C  Amen. 
 
 

 

*CLOSING HYMN Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
 

ELW 594 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

*THE DISMISSAL 
 

 

P  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

POSTLUDE  
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements 

Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 
 

Next Sunday 
We will be having a thank you/welcome luncheon for Pastor Syl 
and Pastor Melba on Sunday, September 27, immediately after 
service. The menu is as follows: chicken cordon bleu casserole, 
stuffed cabbage rolls, a variety of salads, rolls/butter, cake, and 
beverages. A sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex to sign up 
to bring a salad if you would like to help. Please plan on staying for 
fellowship! There will be no coffee hour that Sunday. 
 

Worship & Music Committee 
Reminder: there will be a meeting of the Worship & Music 
Committee this Tuesday morning at 10:00 am. 

 

Time Change 
Starting the first Sunday in October our morning worship time will 
change to 9:00 am.  There will be no coffee hour before service.  
Please take note. 
 

SafeWalk 
Every year at Halloween the merchants of Dearborn Street sponsor 
SafeWalk, an opportunity for local kids to trick or treat safely.  
Thousands of people attend, so it is a great outreach opportunity.  
We set up a table and distribute candy.  You can help by donating 
some wrapped candy (no chocolate or nuts, please) for the event.  
There is a basket in the narthex for your contributions. 
 

Food Pantry 
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local 
families in need.  You can help by bringing instant mashed potatoes 
and placing them in the container in the narthex. 
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God’s Work Our Hands Results 
This year we were able to donate the following to Lutheran World 
Relief: 

• 18 bath towels 
• 24 sets of soap 
• 53 toothbrushes 
• 15 combs 
• 28 nail clippers 
• $170 

The money will be used to complete the sets and also go toward 
shipping costs. 
 
Attendance last week: 53 
 

We Continue Praying For … 
Tracie Thompson              Judy Jasper  Jeff Petersen   
Sherry Hatt    Harold Schultz Doug Schuemann 
Jean Ihlenburg   Pastor Syl   Bobbie Neilson 
Larry Bennett    Kathy Myers  John Culver 
Jim & Lou Taylor   Gary & Marcia Wilkins    
Buster & Carolyn Furman  
 

Serving Today 
 

Altar Guild: Linda Ovitz 
Liturgist: Jim Taylor 
Ushers: Jim Hughs, Jay Fisher, 
Don Penrod 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor 
Sound: Jim Porter 
Slides: Ellen Lindhurst 
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THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every weekday morning   6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 7:30 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
 10:00 am Worship & Music 
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
       10:45 am Morning  worship 

 

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice 
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue 
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff 
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

office@alivingfaith.org 
 

 

 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 

Pastor: Syl Estevez     Secretary: Barbra Davis   

Organist: Candace Montesi       

 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (M-F) 
 

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 
 

 

 
 


