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Faith Lutheran Church - Rotonda West - Florida 
Divine Service Order 

* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able) 
 

 

 

 

THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

 

 

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS 
 

 

PRELUDE    
 

 

*CALL TO GATHER 
 

P We gather in the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen! 
 

[Please, stand in body or spirit.] 
 

 

*GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount 
 

ELW 807 
 

 

 



3 
 

 

[Please, remain standing.] 
 

*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess 

our sin. 

C  Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your 

goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans 

from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your 

call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to 

live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

P  Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus 

Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and 

the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C  Amen. 
 

[Please remain standing if you are able.] 
 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512 
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*THE GREETING 

 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you. 
 

 

 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

 

P Together we pray: 

C O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain 

of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 

adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

God speaks to us in scripture, proclamation, and song. 
 

 

 

 

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ 
 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                             Genesis 50:15-21 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 

Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 

wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 

father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 

forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 

Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 

father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also 

wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But 

Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even 

though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order 

to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 

them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

L The word of God.    C   Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                          Romans 14:1-12 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the 

weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who 

abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, 

for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of 

another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those 

who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for 

the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain 

for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we 

live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 

whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 

the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 

you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 
 

L The Word of God.    C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671 
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*GOSPEL READING              Matthew 18:21-35 
 

P A reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 

him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 
25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with 

his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of 

that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as 

he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then 

his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to 

him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 

mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 

until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 

every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 

heart.”  
 

 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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[Please be seated.] 

 

Blessing of the Kits/ God’s Work Our Hands 
 

 

 

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED 
 

 

 

PASTOR ESTEVEZ 
 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
\ 

 

 

 

 

THE ACCLAMATION 

We respond to God with praise, affirmation, prayer, and offerings. 
 

 

 

 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE              Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*THE CONFESSIONS WE AFFIRM 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 

L Together we confess our faith: 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 

of the Virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day, he 

rose again.   

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 

 

THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 

 

 

L Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 

confident that God hears us. 

  each petition with the words…  L  Hear us, O God. 

        C  Your mercy is great. 
 

 

L Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

P  Please share the Peace of Christ with one another.  
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THE OFFERING 
 

 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offerings. 
 

 

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE 
 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 

 
 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN We Give Thee But Thine Own 
(v. 1 only) 

 

ELW 686 
 

 

 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 

 

L Together we pray: 

C  Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the 

gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without 

limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

*SURSUM CORDA 
 

 

 

P The Lord be with you.  
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C And also with you. 
 

 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ who forgives us over and over. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord S207 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
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P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 
 

P Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give  

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

THE INVITATION 
 

 
 

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 

hungry, come! 

 

 

 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

 
 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and 

regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those 

not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring 

your child if you wish for him/her to receive a blessing, too. Both wine (red) and 

grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the 

pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive 

communion in your seat, please notify an usher. 
 

 

[After all have communed, please stand.] 

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.     

C Amen. 
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*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 

 

P Together we pray: 

C  We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest 

need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out 

for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common 

life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads 

us now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us on a mission to the world. 
 

 

 

 

*THE BENEDICTION 
 

 

P  The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, ☩ 

one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and 

every day. Amen. 

C  Amen. 
 

 

 

*CLOSING HYMN             Praise, My Soul 
 

ELW 864 
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*THE DISMISSAL 
 

 

P  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

 

 

 

 

TO PASTOR MELBA  



14 
 

 

Faith’s Weekly Announcements 

Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 
 

Today is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 

Coffee Hour Thanks 
A big thank you to Don Penrod, Jennifer Kamm and Cyndy Hoops 
for their work last Sunday to prepare a wonderful warm breakfast 
for the church family.  It was much appreciated.  Be sure to thank 
them! 

 

Notice to All Members 
Immediately following worship today there will be a Congregational 
Meeting to present council’s recommendation regarding a shared 
ministry partnership with Hope Lutheran Church and calling a 
parish pastor to serve both congregations. You don’t have to be a 
member to attend, but you do need to be a member to vote. 
 

Looking Ahead 
We will be having a thank you/welcome luncheon for Pastor Syl 
and Pastor Melba on Sunday, September 27, immediately after 
service. The menu is as follows: chicken cordon bleu casserole, 
stuffed cabbage rolls, variety of salads, rolls/butter, cake and 
beverages. There is a sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex to 
sign up for bringing a salad if you would like to help. Please plan on 
staying for fellowship! There will be no coffee hour that Sunday. 
 

Attendance last week: 42 
 
 

Food Pantry 
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local 
families in need.  You can help by bringing applesauce or canned 
fruit and placing it in the container in the narthex. 
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We Continue Praying For … 
Tracie Thompson              Judy Jasper  Jeff Petersen   
Sherry Hatt    Harold Schultz Doug Schuemann 
Jean Ihlenburg   Pastor Syl   Sandy Despreaux 
Bobbie Neilson   Byron Myrick  Jim & Lou Taylor 
Larry Bennett   Kathy Myers  John Culver 
Gary & Marcia Wilkins    Buster & Carolyn Furman  
 

Serving Today 
 

Altar Guild: Mary Lou 
Fitzgerald 
Liturgist: Ellen Lindhurst 
Ushers: Dave & Donna 
Johnsen, Gene Newlon  

Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor 
Sound: Jim Porter 

 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every weekday morning   6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 7:30 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
 10:00 am Council 
Saturday 11:00 am Ash Memorial 
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
       10:45 am Morning  worship 

 

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice 
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue 
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff 
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

office@alivingfaith.org 
 
 

 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 

Pastor: Syl Estevez     Secretary: Barbra Davis   

Organist: Candace Montesi       

 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (M-F) 
 

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 

 

 

 


