
November 30, 2025  First Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

*indicates a time to stand if you are able 

Prelude   

         

P We gather in the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 

*HYMN     Hark!  A Thrilling Voice   ELW 246 

 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  

Reader 1: We are people of hope. 

Reader 2: God longs for a day when weapons will be replaced with tools 

for rebuilding. 

All: We see God’s goodness and signs of new life all around us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Reader 1: The first candle of Advent reminds us that we are called 

to live as people of hope. 

Reader 2: We light this candle to remind us to see God’s hope shining in 

our world. 

the candle is lit 

Reader 1: Together we pray. 

All: Holy One, help us to walk in the light of God. May our lives 

reflect the warmth and wonder of this flame. Make your church a 

place of hope in our community. Amen. 

 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 
 

INTERLUDE: HOPE IS A STAR B.A. WREN & J.C. FOGG 

(1ST STANZA) 



  
 

*THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Together we pray, 



C Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we 

stray from your paths.  We are stuck in sinful systems of 

oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful  

promises.  We ignore our neighbors.  We exploit the earth.  We  

reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 

steadfast love.  Repair our relationships, restore what we have 

broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

P Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ 

Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you 

are set free. 

C Amen.   

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE               He Came Down    ELW 253 

 

 

 

*THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

 



C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING       Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

  and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob, 

 that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction  

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4 He shall judge between the nations  

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares  

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation;  

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

L   The word of God.   

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING         Romans 13:11-14 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then 

throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 

walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit 

sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on 



the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL         Matthew 24:36-44 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in 

the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you 

do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if 

the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 

broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON         Pastor Fernandez 

  

* HYMN             Awake!  Awake    ELW 242 
 



 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

L Together we confess our faith, 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

please be seated 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, 

trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole 

creation. 

each petition concludes…  

 

   God of grace 

Hear our prayer. 

 

L  Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING    

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering 

 

*OFFERTORY HYMN      (VERSE 1 ONLY)  
 



 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

L Together we pray, 

C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that 

we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come to this meal of 

mercy.  With the apostles and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 

cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 

 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (We always pray as Jesus taught) 

P Together we pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION  

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you are a 

guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to 

commune here.  For those not communing, please keep your hands 

folded and you will receive a blessing.  Both wine (red) and grape 

juice (white) are available at communion.  If you prefer a gluten-free 

wafer, notify the server.  If you are unable to come to the altar rail and 

would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  

 

after all have communed 

 

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.     

C Amen. 
 

P Together we pray, 

C God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

P O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us 

to be your servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions 

with all in need.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

P The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save 

you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

C Amen. 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



*HYMN      Song of Hope      

 

 
 

 

Postlude 

 

 



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 

 
Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar this morning were given by Linda Jackling 
in memory of Tom Jackling. 
 

You Are Invited 
Please join us next Sunday for a very special celebration of the 
season.  A combined choir of Faith and First Presbyterian 
Churches will perform a Christmas Cantata.  Join us an bring a 
friend. 

 
Christmas Flowers 

Christmas is just around the corner, and we need some help 
decorating the church with seasonal flowers.  If you would like to 
purchase a poinsettia for our Christmas celebration, they are $11 
each, and there is sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 
narthex.  If you like, you may take the flower home after the last 
service on Christmas Eve.  (Please write legibly as your name and 
any dedication will be listed in the bulletin.)  You can place your 
checks marked “poinsettias” in the offering plate. 
 

Holy Grounds Café – Advent Edition 
Saturday, December 6th at 3:00 PM 

Come to Faith to celebrate the season with music, joy, and 
community at our special Advent edition of Holy Grounds Café. 
Enjoy favorite Advent, Christmas, and worship songs, along with 
beverages and delicious treats.  Have a talent or treat to share? 
Sign up in the Narthex.  Setup help is appreciated—please arrive at 
2:40 PM if you’re able to lend a hand.  All are welcome, and bring 
along a neighbor or friend.  Let’s celebrate the season together with 
fun, fellowship, smiles, and the spirit of Advent!  Questions? 
Contact Chris or Ann Banting at 941-468-4963. 



Looking Ahead 
We will have one service on Christmas Eve this year.  It will be at 
5:00 pm.  Please mark your calendars now. 
 

Stewardship Reminder 
Please return your stewardship cards to the little white church in the 
narthex by December 14.  
 

December Ladies Luncheon 
We will meet at Arturs on Wednesday, December 10th, at 11:30 am.  
This is a favorite place that decorates for the holiday season.  It’s 
located at 70 N. Indiana Ave, just north of Dearborn, in Englewood.   
They have a wide menu with Polish specialties.  As we do each 
Christmas season, we are asking each person attending to please 
bring a food donation: a box of macaroni and cheese and a jar of 
peanut butter to be donated to the food bank.  (Shop the grocery 
BOGO’S for good values, or the Dollar stores.)  Tis the season to 
share with others less fortunate. Please sign up on the sheet in the 
narthex – deadline is next Sunday, December7th.  Need more 
information?  Talk to Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383). 
 

Food Pantry 
Thanks for all the November donations.  This week the food bank 
needs tissues.  Place your donations in the bin in the narthex. 
 

Name Tags 
If you would like a nametag, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex.  Your nametag will be hanging with the others 
the following week.   
 
Attendance Last Week: 77 
 
 
 



WE PRAY FOR… 
          Jean Ihlenburg & Harris family           Wolfe family    
          Bob & Ruth Ash 
 

Serving Today 
Altar Guild: Donna Johnsen 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Debby Porter 
Ushers: Brian Lindhurst, Kathie Wiley & Jeff Kamm 
 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 7:30 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 8:30 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
Wednesday 3:00 pm  Bible Study 
Saturday 10:30 am Cantata Dress  
    Rehearsal (Faith) 
 6:00 pm  Holy Grounds 
Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday School 
 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
 10:45 am Morning worship 

 
Your Church Council  

Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Jeff 
Petersen (Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Gene Newlon, Jim 
Porter, Dave Woodliff, Sue Baran and Dave Johnsen 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                  

Morning boys, how was your Thanksgiving? Dad it was good but turkey, a big chunk of cheese would have been much 

better! Remember that God always offers what you need, not always what you want. 

Is that like Stewardship?  Like “We give thee but thine own, whatever the gift maybe; all that we have is thine alone, a 

trust, O Lord from thee.  So, Dad when we think of our intent to Faith for 2026,  we think we should try to increase our 

intend from last year!  That is correct, every little bit helps Faith.  So, we will be more generous for ’26. But  the giving 

isn’t what it  was before all the hurricanes but also the expenses are lower since Faith does not have a fulltime pastor. 

So, Time, Talent and Treasure please give generously, and remember everything is God’s alone. Going to get our intent 

card and place in the Little White Church! Does Faith accept cheese?   

Shortly after moving to Englewood, I met Pastor Brian at a celebration of life, visited Faith Lutheran and felt that I had found my new 

spiritual home.  That being the case, and after spending 10 years as Treasurer of All Saints' Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania, I made 

the commitment to support my new home and its budget; just as I budget for my physical home expenses. 

I believe it is the responsibility of every parishioner to be conscious of the role we each must accept to support not only the mission of 

our parish, but the physical plant as well.  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

office@alivingfaith.org 
 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Pastor: Syl Estevez     Secretary: Barbra Davis  

                 Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 

 

 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (M-F) 

 
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 

 

  

 


