November 16, 2025 23" Sunday after Pentecost

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

WHEN YOU HEAR OF WARE AND

. REBELLIONS, DO NOT BE ALARMED.

THESE THINGS MUST HAPPEN
FIRST, BUT THE END IS NOT
IMMINENT.™
= LUKE 21:9




WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING
*indicates a time to stand if you are able
Prelude
P We gather in the name of God: Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!
*HYMN How Firm a Foundation ELW 796
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - 'ty tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, € - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has  said
ru strength - en  you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dom,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - wuge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

*THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Together we pray,

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we
stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of
oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful
promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We
reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

P Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, = in Christ

Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you
are set free.

A

C Amen.
*HYMN OF PRAISE Give Thanks W&P 41
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho -1ly One,
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give thanks be-cause he’s giv-en Je - sus Christ, his Son.
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho - ly One,
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give thanks be - cause he’s giv-en Je - sus Christ, his Son.
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And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am
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rich,” be - cause of what the Lord has done for us. And
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now let the weak say, “I am  strong.” let the poor say, “I am
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rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!



*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P  Together we pray,

C O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you
as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary
without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a

' See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ** But
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings.

L. The word of God.

C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly
and not according to the tradition that they received from us. ' For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible
when we were with you, “ and we did not eat anyone’s bread without
paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we
might not burden any of you. ’ This was not because we do not have that
right but in order to give you an example to imitate. '’ For even when we
were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. '' For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly,



mere busybodies, not doing any work. ' Now such persons we command
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. '° Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.

C Thanks be to God.

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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Al -1le - lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal Iife. Al - le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

C Glory to you, O Lord.

> When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, °“As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the
sign that this is about to take place?” ® And he said, “Beware that you are
not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and,
“The time 1s near!” Do not go after them.

’“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for
these things must take place first, but the end will not follow
immediately.” '’ Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom; '’ there will be great earthquakes and in various
places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great
signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be



brought before kings and governors because of my name. '’ This will give
you an opportunity to testify. '* So make up your minds not to prepare
your defense in advance, " for I will give you words and a wisdom that
none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. '° You will
be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they
will put some of you to death. " You will be hated by all because of my
name. '° But not a hair of your head will perish. '’ By your endurance you

will gain your souls.”

P The Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Estevez
* HYMN O God of Every Nation ELW 713
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1 O God of e -'ry na - tion, of ev - 'ty race and land,
2 From search forwealth and pow - er and scorn of truth and right,
3 Lord, strength-en all who la - bor that all may find re - lease
4 Keep bright in us the vi - sion of dayswhen war shall cease,
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re - deem your whole cre -a - tionwith your al- might-y  hand;
from trust in bombs that show - er de - struc-tionthroughthe night,
from fear of rat - tling sa - ber, from dread of war’s in - crease;
when ha - tred and di - vi - sion give way to love and peace,
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where hate and fear di - vide us and bit - ter threats are  hurled,
from pride of race and sta - tion and blind-ness to your  way,
when hope and cour-age fal - ter, Lord, let your voice be heard;
till dawns the morn-ing glo - riouswhen truth and love shall reign,
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in love and mer - cy guide us and heal our strife-torn world.
de - liv-er ev-'ry na - tion, e - ter - nal God, we pray.
with faith that none can al - ter, your ser-vants un - der - gird.
and Christ shall rule vic - to - riouso’er all the world’s do - main.




*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

L Together we confess our faith,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

please be seated

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

L Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
each petition concludes...

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

L We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering

*OFFERTORY HYMN (VERSE 1 ONLY)
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1is thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est wus, to thee our first-fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it  is a Christ-like thing.
what-e’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.
*OFFERING PRAYER
L Together we pray,
C God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise
through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance
of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ
our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

TATAT AT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of

mercy. With the apostles and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est, ho-san -na in  the high-est

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (We always pray as Jesus taught)

P Together we pray,

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION




As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For those not communing, please keep your hands
folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape
juice (white) are available at communion. If you prefer a gluten-free
wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and
would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed

*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

Together we pray,

C God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us
with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to
gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and
embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

P O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us
to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

*HYMN It Is Well ELW 785
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Ilet
3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glo - 1i-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil-lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it is  well, it is well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord,praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; e - ven  so it is well with my soul.
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It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

*BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL

P  The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save
you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.

C Amen.

P  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

It’'s Stewardship Month!
The little white church is in the narthex this morning to receive your
intent cards. Please return the cards by December 14.

Cantata Singers
The November rehearsal dates for the cantata are: November 22
(10:30 First Pres), November 23 (9:45 choir room), November 29
(10:30 Faith), November 30 (9:45, choir room).

Men, We Need You
The cantata choir really needs “a few good men.” If you like to sing
and are willing to serve the Lord in this way, see Candace (our
organist) or call Barbra in the church office.

Food Pantry
This month we are asking you to bring some of the fixings for a
Thanksgiving dinner. Please choose canned or packaged items
like instant potatoes, canned gravy, stuffing mix, canned veggies,
etc. This year there is an extra need thanks to the government
shut-down, so please consider what you can give. All donations
should be placed in the bin in the narthex.

Name Tags
If you would like a nametag, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Your nametag will be hanging with the others
the following week.

Attendance Last Week: 69



WE PRAY FOR...

Jim & Lou Taylor Carol Ann Sicilia Reiser Brigham family
Bob & Ruth Ash

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Donna Johnsen
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Ruthie Rohrbach
Ushers: Bobbie Neilson, Ken Stephens, Kathryn Gallagher

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
10:00 am Council
Wednesday 3:00 pm Bible Study
Sunday 9:00 am Sunday School
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Morning worship

Your Church Council
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Jeff
Petersen (Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Gene Newlon, Jim
Porter, Dave Woodliff, Sue Baran and Dave Johnsen



Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FLL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

4|, Evangelical
Lutheran Church
in America
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