March 8, 2026 Third Sunday in Lent

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving




WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

* Indicates a time to stand if you are able

THE GATHERING

Prelude

*Call to Gather

P We gather in the name of God: Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

Gathering Hymn Open Now Thy Gates ELW 533
Q II? | 1 | I | P
R P
S i — | ——

1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on ecarth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-€’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I wun - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 18 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit- ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.
*A BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots

out all offenses. Let us do that responsively.

[Silence is kept for reflection.]



P  Gracious God,

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you.

C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the
work of the Spirit.
C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for
disdaining the living water Christ offers.
C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of
your healing and hope in the world.
C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for
disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life.
C Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the
righteousness of Christ. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in
you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.

[Please, remain standing if you are able.]

Hymn of Praise \ Restore in Us \ ELW 328
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1 Re - store 1n us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 O Spir-it, wake in us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Chrst, to share the full-ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age In  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us i the 1s - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P  Together we pray,

C Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst
and wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink
from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[Please, be seated.]

THE WORD IS READ

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7

' From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim,



but there was no water for the people to drink. * The people quarreled with
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” ° But the people
thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” * So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do
for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” ° The LORD said to
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and
go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike
the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ' He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD,
saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-11
' Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.
? And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that
affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, * and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. ' Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. “ But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
’Much more surely, therefore, since we have now been justified by his
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. '’ For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.



' But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

L  The Word of God.
C Thanks be to God.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL READING John 4:5-42

P A reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

? [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.” ® (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of
me, a woman of Samaria?”’ (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) ' Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who
it 1s that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” '' The woman said to him,
“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? '* Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” '° Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ' but those who
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water
that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal
life.” '° The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”



' Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” '’ The
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are
right in saying, ‘I have no husband,” '* for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” '” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. °’ Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” *' Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ** You worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. *’ But the hour
1s coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the
Father 1n spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship
him. ** God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” *° The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming”
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”
°0 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

°7 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why
are you speaking with her?” ** Then the woman left her water jar and went
back to the city. She said to the people, °” “Come and see a man who told
me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”

‘U They left the city and were on their way to him.

I Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
°> But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”
> So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” ** Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to complete his work. * Do you not say, ‘Four months
more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. *° The reaper is already receiving
wages and 1s gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may
rejoice together. *’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.” °° I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

* Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the



woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” *’ So when
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he
stayed there two days. *' And many more believed because of his word.

** They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly

the Savior of the world.”

P The Gospel of our Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
[Please, be seated.]

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED Pastor Estevez

Hymn of Response Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - ef,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till [ reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be - yond the rv - er.

[Please, be seated.]



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

L Together we confess our faith:

C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

[Please, be seated.]

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

L Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us
pray for the world and its needs.
each petition concludes...

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

L Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and

salvation.
C Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Please share the Peace with the person next to you.



THE OFFERTORY

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and
offerings.

Offertory Interlude

Offertory Hymn Praise God From Whom ELW 691
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heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

*THE OFFERING PRAYER

L  Together we pray,

C O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces
all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and
bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us
into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his
saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

AT AT

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ, who was lifted up at Calvary and, because
of that, whoever believes in him may have eternal life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus Setting 10 ELW 205
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER (We always pray as Jesus taught)

P  Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*THE INVITATION

P Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

*THE DISTRIBUITION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest
and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune
here. For those not communing, please keep your hands folded and you
will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are
available at communion. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the
server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to
receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

[after all have communed.]
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

P  Together we pray,
C God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the



journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become
Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*THE BENEDICTION

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things
into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose

breath sustains creation, = bless you now and always.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts ELW 658
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1 O Je - sus, joy of lov - ing hearts, the fount of
2 We taste you, ev - er - liv - ing bread, and long to
3 For you our rest - less spir - its yearn, wher - e’er our
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life, the light of all: from ev - 'ty bliss that earth im -
feast up - on you still; we drink of  you, the foun - tain -
chang-ing lot 1s  cast; glad, when your smile on us you
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parts we turn, un - filled, to hear your call.
head; our  thirst - ing souls from you we fill.
turn, blest, when by faith we hold you  fast.
way! Shed o’er the world your ho - Iy light.
*THE DISMISSAL

P Go in peace, believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude



Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Soup Suppers
During Wednesdays in Lent, we have soup supper at 5 pm,
followed by mid-week Lenten worship at 6 pm. A sign-up sheet is in
the narthex for those able to bring soup (in a crock pot) or dessert.
We need 4-5 people each week to provide soup. There is also a
sign-up sheet to help with set up and clean up. You are asked to
bring a bowl, spoon and (if you like) a sandwich.

Lenten Help Needed
We need ushers to serve just one service (unless you want to do
more) during the Wednesday Lenten evenings. There is a sign-up
sheet in the narthex.

Ladies Luncheon
The March Ladies Luncheon will be held this Wednesday, 11:30
am, at Cool Pickle in Paradise. Today is the deadline to sign up. If
you need more information, see Kathie Wiley.

Easter Lilies
Help us brighten up the sanctuary this Easter Sunday by

purchasing a lily for your family, or in memory of someone. Cost is
$14.00 each, and a sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in
the narthex. Make checks payable to “Faith Lutheran Church” and
write, “Easter Lily” on the memo line. Place your check in the
envelope provided and drop it in the offering or give it to an usher.
You may take your plant home any time after the Easter Sunday
service.

Attendance Last Week: 82



WE PRAY FOR...

Debby Porter Tracie Thompson Barbra Davis
Bob Ash Jim Hughs Kay Culver
Shirley Rice Barbara Rodvik

Ginny Linsberg

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Debra Easterday
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Kathryn Gallagher
Ushers: Jeff & Julie Petersen, Gene Newlon

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 8:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Chicks
Wednesday 11:30 am Ladies Luncheon

5:00 pm Soup supper
6:00 pm Lenten worship
Sunday 9:00 am Sunday School
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Morning worship




Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office(@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone
As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life
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