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Faith Lutheran Church - Rotonda West - Florida 
Divine Service Order 

* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able) 
 

 
 

THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

 
 

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS 
 
 

PRELUDE  
 
 

*CALL TO GATHER 
 

P We gather in the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen! 
 

[Please, stand in body or spirit.] 
 
 

*GATHERING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates 
(vv. 1, 2, 3 and 5) 

 

ELW 533 
 

 

 
[Please, remain standing.] 
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*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C  God of all mercy, we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and 

your creation. You offer us peace, yet we confess life often feels 

frustrating and unsettled. You offer us courage, yet we are timid 

and resentful when life is challenging. You offer us a mission with 

meaning and purpose, yet we are preoccupied with our own plans 

and desires. Forgive us, O God, and draw our attention back to 

you. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion 

and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

P  All-merciful, Almighty God, forgive you all your sins through the 

grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in 

doing what is good.  

C  Amen. 

[Please remain standing if you are able.] 
 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE Shine, Jesus, Shine 
 

ELW 671 
 

 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine - Fill this land with the Father’s glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze - Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow - Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine - Fill this land with the Father’s glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze - Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow - Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



4 
 

*THE GREETING 
 

 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you.  
 
 

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 

P Together we pray, 

C Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection 

of your Son, you bring us into your kingdom of justice and 

mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure 

the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

God speaks to us in scripture, proclamation, and song. 
 

 

 

 

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ 
 
 

FIRST READING                                                     1 Kings 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have 

shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he 

walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 

heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 

and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD 

my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 

although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 
8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 

great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give 

your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able 

to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of 

yours?” 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to 

him, “Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long 
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life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word. 

Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 

before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
 

L The word of God.    C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING                Romans 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as 

we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for 

words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those 

whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for 

all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who 

will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 

is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is 

also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will 

separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,  

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who 

loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

L The Word of God.    C Thanks be to God. 
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[Please stand if you’re able.] 
 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671 
 

 
 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING            Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

P A reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it 

is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 

shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 

in its branches.” 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it 

was leavened.” 
[…] 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 

and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 

search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and 

sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, 

sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will 

be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil 

from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he 

said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the 

kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 

 

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED 
 

 

PASTOR VINOD IMMANUEL GNANARAJ 
 

 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
\ 
 

 
 

THE ACCLAMATION 

We respond to God with praise, affirmation, prayer, and offerings. 
 
 

 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE                 What a Friend ELW 742 
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*THE CREEDS WE AFFIRM 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 
 

L Together we confess our faith: 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from ight, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

[Please be seated.] 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
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L Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

each petition concludes… God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

L Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 

we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

THE OFFERING 
 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, 

we respond with our tithe and offerings. 
 
 

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE 
 
 

[Please stand if you’re able.] 
 

 
 

*OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God from Whom All Blessings 

Flow 
 

ELW 885 
 

 
 

 
 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 

L Together we pray, 
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C  Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, 

fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the 

gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without 

limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

THE HOLY MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 
 

*SURSUM CORDA 
 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 
 
 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, from whom nothing in all 

creation can separate us. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord S207 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 
 

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

P Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give  

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

[Please be seated.] 
 

 
 

THE INVITATION 
 

 

P Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven: Taste and know that God is 

good to all. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest 

and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune 

here. For those not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will 

receive a blessing. Bring your child if you wish for him/her to receive a 

blessing, too. Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available. If you 

prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the pastor. If you are unable to come to 

the altar rail and would like to receive communion in your seat, please 

notify an usher. 
 
 

[After all have communed, please stand.] 
 

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.     

C Amen. 
 

 

*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 

P Together we pray, 

C  We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest 

need with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out 

for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common 

life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads 

us now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us on a mission to the world. 
 

 

 
 

*THE BENEDICTION 
 

P  The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, ☩ 

one God, bless you and equip you for living and serving, today and 

every day.  

C  Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN              Praise the Lord! 
 

ELW 823 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*THE DISMISSAL 
 

 

P  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

POSTLUDE  
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements 

Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 
 

Welcome 
Please extend a warm welcome to our guest Pastor Vinod 
Gnanaraj, who is filling in while Pastor Syl takes some long-
deserved vacation time. 
 

 

We Still Need You 
We still need some folks to drive meals to Indian Mound Park on 
Tuesday afternoons.  You can help regularly or just fill in as 
needed.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 
 

Thank You 
Many thanks to Toni Newton for volunteering to change the church 
sign on a regular basis.  This is a wonderful outreach that gets us 
noticed by all who pass by.  
 

Looking Ahead 
For several years now Faith has participated in the ELCA’s God’s 
Work Our Hands Sunday.  We have chosen a cause, advertised 
the need, then celebrated the donations that Sunday.  This year’s 
date is September 13th, and we need to determine if we want to 
once again do something special.  If you would like to help plan for 
an event, see Mary Lou Fitzgerald, or call Barbra in the church 
office (941-697-3313). 

 

Food Pantry 
We partner with the St. Francis Food Bank to reach out to local 
families in need.  You can help by bringing packaged meals (like 
mac and cheese or rice meals) and placing them in the container in 
the narthex. 
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THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every weekday morning   6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
       10:45 am Morning  worship 
 

Attendance last week: 42 
 

We Continue Praying For … 
Tracie Thompson              Judy Jasper  Terry Petersen   
Jeff Petersen    Sherry Hatt  Doug Schuemann 
Ruth Ash    Harold Schultz  Sandy Despreaux 
Jim Taylor    Ginny Linsberg Jean Ihlenburg 
Buster & Carolyn Furman                      Byron & Bobbie Myrick   
Gary & Marcia Wilkins 
 

Serving Today 
 

Altar Guild: Kathy Myers 
Liturgist: Toni Newton 
Ushers: Debby Porter, Noma 
Hickok, Jan Moynihan 
 

Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor 
Sound: Jim Porter 

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice 
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue 
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff 
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West 

551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

www.alivingfaith.org - office@alivingfaith.org 
 

 

 
 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 

Pastor: Syl Estevez     Secretary: Barbra Davis   

Organist: Candace Montesi       

 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (M-F) 
 

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 

 

 

 


