
January 4, 2026  Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

*indicates a time to stand if you are able 

Prelude     

         

P We gather in the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 
 

*HYMN    All My Heart Again Rejoices   ELW 273 

 

*THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 

God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Together we pray, 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 

in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

C Amen.   
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE             Behold How Pleasant         ELW 649 
 

 
 

*THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

C Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 

that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING       Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 7 Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 

  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 

 11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 



 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy; 

  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

L   The word of God.   

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING         Ephesians 1:3-14 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. 

With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan 

for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having 

been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 

things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first 

to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him 

you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 



L The Word of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

*GOSPEL         John 1:1-18 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overtake it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as 

a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet 

the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not 

of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 

who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 
16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law 

indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 



Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who 

is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

P The Gospel of our Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON                Pastor Estevez 
  

* HYMN           Of the Father’s Love  v. 1, 2, 3, 5   ELW 295 
 

 



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

L Together we confess our faith, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 

the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

each petition concludes…  

 

   Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

L  Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 

we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known 

to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING    

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering 



*OFFERTORY HYMN     We Give Thee But Thine Own  v. 1  ELW 884 
 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

L Together we pray, 

C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 

open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that 

we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

 



And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  (We always pray as Jesus taught) 

P Together we pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



DISTRIBUTION  

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you are a 

guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to 

commune here.  For those not communing, please keep your hands 

folded and you will receive a blessing.  Both wine (red) and grape 

juice (white) are available at communion.  If you prefer a gluten-free 

wafer, notify the server.  If you are unable to come to the altar rail and 

would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  

 

after all have communed 

*P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.     

C Amen. 

 

P Together we pray, 

C God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

*HYMN     Arise, Your Light Has Come!   ELW 314 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 

 

Work Crew and Chicks 
The work crew now meets at 8:00 am on Tuesdays.  The chicks will 
resume meeting this Tuesday at 9:00 am. 
 

Note  
Our secretary, Barbra, will be taking vacation this week. 
 

Offering Envelopes 
Your 2026 offering envelopes are available this morning in the 
fellowship area.   
 

Senior Scam Seminar 
The Seminar has been rescheduled for Tuesday, January 13, at 
10:00 am.  Come out and learn about current scams and how to 
better protect yourself from falling prey to them. 
 

January Ladies Luncheon 
This month, ladies, we will travel to Port Charlotte to the Cheddars 
Restaurant on January 14 at 11:30 am.  Please join us and bring a 
friend.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex and next Sunday is 
the deadline.  See Kathie Wiley if you have questions or need 
directions. 
 

Food Pantry 
This week the food bank needs anything you would like to bring.  
Place your donations in the bin in the narthex. 
 

Looking Ahead 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 1st after worship.  
This is a time to recap the events of 2025, vote on the budget and 
elect council members.  All church members are encouraged to 
attend, so mark your calendars now. 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 7:30 am  Men’s Breakfast 
 8:00 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Chicks 
Wednesday 3:00 pm  Bible Study 
Sunday 9:00 am  Sunday School 
 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 
 10:45 am Morning worship 

 

Attendance Last Week: 51 
 

WE PRAY FOR… 
Ginny Linsberg                  Sandy Despreaux              Kaylyn Nagel 
Debby Porter                     Davis family 

 

Serving Today 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Jim Taylor 
Ushers: Art Hanson, Don Penrod & Jim Hughs 

 

Your Church Council  
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Jeff 
Petersen (Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Gene Newlon, Jim 
Porter, Dave Woodliff, Sue Baran and Dave Johnsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

office@alivingfaith.org 
 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Pastor: Syl Estevez     Secretary: Barbra Davis  

                 Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 

 

 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 am – Noon (M-F) 

 
Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 

 

  

 


