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WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING

*indicates a time to stand if you are able

Prelude

P
C Amen!

We gather in the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.

*HYMN

Brightest and Best

ELW 303
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - ton,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - frings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the cast, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the cast, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our m - fant re - deem - er is laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrh  from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
guide where our m - fant re - deem - er is laid.



*THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P  Together we pray,

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In
the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE Behold How Pleasant ELW 649




Refrain / Estribillo
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Mi - ren qué bue - no, qué bue - no es!
Be - hold, how plea - sant, how good it 1s!
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1 Mi - ren qué bue-noes cuan-do nos reu - ni - mos fo-dos jun - fos:

1 How plea-sant and har - mo-nious when God’s peo-ple are to - geth - er:
2 How plea-sant and har - mo-nious when God’s peo-ple are to - geth - er:
3 How plea-sant and har - mo-nious when God’s peo-ple are to - geth - er:
0 Refrain / Estribillo
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es co -moa-cei - te bue-no de-rra - ma - do so-breAa-von.
fra - grant as pre - cious oil when run-ning fresh on Aa-ron’s beard.
re - fresh-ing as the dew up - on the moun-tain of the Lord.
there the Lord God be - stows a bless-ing— life for-ev - er - more.

*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all
who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your
daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 42:1-9
'Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.



“He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
* a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
*He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
? Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
°T am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations, ’ to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
T am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
’ See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them.
L The word of God.
C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43

 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, ** but in every people anyone
who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. *° You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. */ That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he



went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him. * We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, * but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *' not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. ** He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

L  The Word of God.

C Thanks be to God.
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Al - le lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - Iu - 1a.
*GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

C Glory to you, O Lord.

' Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.

'* John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” "> But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for
it 1s proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. '° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s
Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. '” And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”

P The Gospel of our Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Estevez



* HYMN Christ, When for Us ELW 304
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Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you
God  called you,"My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
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3 Straight-way and stead-fast wun - til death you then o-beyed the
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Bap - tize wus with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claam the reign of heav’'n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in  God's ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

L Together we confess our faith,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L  As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

each petition concludes...

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

L Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known

to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering
*OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884
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1 We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be;
2 May we thy boun - ties thus as stew-ards true re - ceive,
3 The cap-tive to re - lease, to God the lost to bring,
4 And we be-lieve thy word, though dim our faith may be:
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all that we have 1s thine a - lone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
and glad -ly, as thou bless-est us, to thee our first- fruits give.
to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christ-like thing.
what-¢’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it un - to thee.

MNo

*OFFERING PRAYER

L Together we pray,



C God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that
we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and Lord. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est; ho-san -na in  the high-est.



*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (We always pray as Jesus taught)

P Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For those not communing, please keep your hands
folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red) and grape
juice (white) are available at communion. If you prefer a gluten-free
wafer, notify the server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and
would like to receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed
*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

Together we pray,



C God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
C Amen.

*HYMN The Spirit Sends us Forth ELW 551
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1 The Spir -it  sends us forth to  serve; we g0 in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
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to the poor, God's fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’  name.
DISMISSAL

P  Goinpeace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude




Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Senior Scam Seminar
The Seminar has been rescheduled for this Tuesday, January 13,
at 10:00 am. Come out and learn about current scams and how to
better protect yourself from falling prey to them.

January Ladies Luncheon
This month, ladies, we will travel to Port Charlotte to the Cheddars
Restaurant on January 14 at 11:30 am. Please join us and bring a
friend. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex and today is the
deadline. See Kathie Wiley if you have questions or need
directions.

Food Pantry
This week the food bank needs anything you would like to bring.
Place your donations in the bin in the narthex.

Looking Ahead
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for February 1%t after worship.
This is a time to recap the events of 2025, vote on the budget and
elect council members. All church members are encouraged to
attend, so mark your calendars now.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 8:00 am Work Crew

9:00 am Chicks

10:00 am Senior Scam Seminar
Sunday 9:00 am Sunday School

10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

10:45 am Morning worship




WE PRAY FOR...
Ginny Linsberg Sandy Despreaux Kaylyn Nagel
Debby Porter

Serving Today
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Ellen Lindhurst
Ushers: Jeff & Julie Petersen, Gene Newlon

Your Church Council
Jeff Kamm (President), Larry Bennett (Vice President), Jeff
Petersen (Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Gene Newlon, Jim
Porter, Dave Woodliff, Sue Baran and Dave Johnsen



Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FLL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office(@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life
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