August 9, 2026 11th Sunday After Pentecost
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* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able)

THE GATHERING
The Hily Oinis ealls us together as the pegple of Jod.

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS
PRELUDE
*CALL TO GATHER

P We gather in the name of God: Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

[Please, stand in body or spirit.]

GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues ELW 886
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem - er’s praise,
2 My gra- ciousMas-ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a- broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.

[Please, remain standing.]

*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Let us confess our sin to God.




C Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back
to you. Your yoke is easy, and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”” In the name of God, Father,

b Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.

[Please remain standing if you are able.]

HYMN OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord ELW 821

My Jesus, my Savior
Lord there is none like You
All of my days | want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love

My comfort, my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that | am
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name

| sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise | have ... In You

*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.




*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and
cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your
sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

THE WORD OF GOD
(God gpeas to us in dowgpture, proclamation, andong.

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
° At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” °He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"1 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the
LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but
the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the
LORD was not in the earthquake, ** and after the earthquake a fire, but the
LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
"'When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ** He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it




away.” *° Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. *° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel,
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place. " Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill,
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. ** Yet I will
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal,
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
>Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
“the person who does these things will live by them.” ° But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’ > (that is, to bring Christ down) ' “or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?”  (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ° But
what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. *° For one believes with the heart,
leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. ** The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” ** For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. ** For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

““But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? *> And how are
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!”

L  The Word of God. C Thanks be to God.



[Please stand if you’re able.]

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671
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*(GOSPEL READING Matthew 14:22-33

P Areading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

°?[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other

side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.”* And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, “* but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. ?° And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. “° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. °’ But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.”

% Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” *? He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” ** Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” > When they
got into the boat, the wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.



[Please be seated.]

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED

PASTOR BELJEAN

[Please stand if you’re able.]

THE ACCLAMATION
@/@/Wmc%zmm afprmation, prayer, and oferings.

HYMN OF RESPONSE O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818

1 O Mas - ter, let me walk  with  you in low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share  with me a clos - er,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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paths of ser - vice true; tell me your se - cret;
win - ning word of love; teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - ny, in  work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - 'ning  way, in peace that on - ly
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help me Dbear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can  give; with you, O Mas - ter, let me  live.

*THE CREEDS WE AFFIRM

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Together we confess our faith:




C | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day, he
rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
[Please be seated.]
THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
L With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.
each petition concludes...  Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
L Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

THE OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing,
we respond with our tithe and offerings.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE




[Please stand if you’re able.]

OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God from Whom ELW 885
All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise  God, all
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Together we pray,

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

O

THE HOLY MEAL
o foods us with the presence of, Joius Chriss.

*SURSUM CORDA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



C

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who calms our fears. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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san-na in  the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the

remembrance of me.
10




*THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

THE INVITATION

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and
regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those
not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring
your child if you wish for him/her to receive a blessing, too. Both wine (red) and

grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the
pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

[After all have communed, please stand.]

*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in God’s grace.
C Amen.

*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Together we pray,

C Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
11




THE SENDING
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*THE BENEDICTION

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN Go, My Children
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

*THE DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Welcome
Please extend a warm welcome to our guest, Pastor Bill Beljean,
who is filling in while Pastor Syl takes some well-deserved vacation
time.

Work Crew
The work crew will meet this Tuesday at 7:30 am. All are welcome
to join them and keep the church building and grounds looking and
operating well.

August Ladies Lunch
Ladies, we will meet on August 12t,11:30 am, at Paraiso Mexican
Grill for our next luncheon. The restaurant is located at 2639
Placida Road. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the
narthex, along with a paper menu. Today is your last day to sign

up.

Food Pantry
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local
families in need. You can help by bringing peanut butter and
placing it in the container in the narthex.

Attendance last week: 41

We Continue Praying For ...

Tracie Thompson Judy Jasper Jeff Petersen
Sherry Hatt Harold Schultz  Doug Schuemann
Jean Ihlenburg Pastor Syl Sandy Despreaux
Bobbie Neilson Byron Myrick Jim & Lou Taylor
Buster & Carolyn Furman Gary & Marcia Wilkins

Bob & Ruth Ash
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THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every weekday morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
Wednesday 11:30 am Ladies Luncheon
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

10:45 am Morning worship

Serving Today

Altar Guild: Kathryn Gallagher Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor
Liturgist: Kathryn Gallagher Sound: Jim Porter

Ushers: Dave & Donna

Johnsen, Gene Newlon

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice

President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi

Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

4|, Evangelical

LA Lutheran Church
DS/ :
V|P" in America
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