August 30, 2026 14th Sunday After Pentecost

Faith
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of Rotonda West
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Then Jesus said to his disciples,
“Whoever wants to be my disciple

must denyzhzméélm and take up
their.cross anﬂFollow me. For

whoever wants tcf ave their life will
lose it, but whoever loses their life for
me will find it.
Matthew 16:24-25
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* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able)

THE GATHERING
The Hily Oinis ealls us together as the pegple of Jod.

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO GATHER

P We gather in the name of God: Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

[Please, stand in body or spirit.]

GATHERING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth ELW 879

(w.1,2,4and5only)
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy 1in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o - ver and a-round wus lies:

hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:

Refrain
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.



[Please, remain standing.]

*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back
to you. Your yoke is easy, and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”” In the name of God, Father,

b Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.

O O

[Please remain standing if you are able.]

HYMN OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord ELW 821

My Jesus, my Savior
Lord there is none like You
All of my days | want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love

My comfort, my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that | am
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name

| sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise | have ... In You



*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point
us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your

commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[Please be seated.]

THE WORD OF GOD
C?MMI@M@&WMWWM and dong.

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
>0 LORD, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
Y our words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.
"T did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice;
under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
¥ Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
Y Therefore thus says the LORD:




If you turn back, | will take you back,

and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,

you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
Y And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.
T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked

and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21
°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '’ love
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.
"' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ** Rejoice in hope;
be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. ** Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

' Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
> Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ° Live in
harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. *' Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. **If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. ** Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” ?’ Instead, “if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” ' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L  The Word of God. C Thanks be to God.

[Please stand if you’re able.]



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WQV 671
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Al-le - lu ~ia, al-le - lu - ia, give thanks to  the ris-en Lord Al -le -
Py
lu - ia al-le - lu -~ g give__  praise to God's_.  mnamel
*GOSPEL READING Matthew 16:21-28

P Areading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

! From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, ]
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and
scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. > And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must
never happen to you.” “ But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.”

?“ Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. > For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. *° For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

I “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. ?° Truly I
tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

[Please be seated.]



THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED

PASTOR ESTEVEZ

[Please stand if you’re able.]

THE ACCLAMATION
@/{Wt@&m’mﬁm‘z afprmation, prayer, and oferings.

HYMN OF RESPONSE Holy God, We Praise ELW 414
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1 Ho - ly God, we  praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ‘ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - it
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bow be - fore you. All  on earth your scep - ter claim,
bove are rais - ing; cher - u - bim and ser - a - phim,
name to  hal - low; proph - ets swell  the glad re - frain,
three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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all 1in heav’n a - bove a - dore you. In - fi - nite your
in un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill the  heav’'ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing 1s your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of sun through the church the song goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - V.



*THE CREEDS WE AFFIRM

THE NICENE CREED

L  Together we confess our faith:
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

[Please be seated.]




THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

L With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

each petition concludes... Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

L  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O O

THE OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing,
we respond with our tithe and offerings.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

[Please stand if you’re able.]

OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God from Whom ELW 885

All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.



*OFFERING PRAYER

O

Together we pray,

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

THE HOLY MEAL
o foods us with the presonce of, Josus Chriss,

*SURSUM CORDA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you,

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, our Messiah, who will one day
return in glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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heav'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
[Please be seated.]

THE INVITATION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and

regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those
not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring

your child if you wish for him/her to receive a blessing, too. Both wine (red) and
grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the

pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

[After all have communed, please stand.]

*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

C

you in God’s grace.
Amen.

*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O O

Together we pray,

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
o bleosses us anddends us on @ mission to the world,

*THE BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Lift High the Cross
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ca - fied
30 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ca - fied for wvic - to - ry!

*THE DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Men, Let’s Do Breakfast
Guys, you are invited to our monthly Men'’s Breakfast, next held at
Stefano’s Restaurant this Tuesday at 7:30 am. No need to sign up
ahead of time; just be there and enjoy some food and fellowship.

Coffee Hour Change
Starting next week (September 6), on the first Sunday of each
month, we will be serving a savory warm/hot selection of foods
instead of the regular sweets during Sunday morning coffee time.
Our coffee hour runs from 9:45 till 10:45. Please join us next
Sunday and enjoy the fellowship time.

God’s Work, Our Hands, September 13
Next week is your last opportunity to donate to Lutheran World
Relief's Personal Care Kits. The full details are on the bulletin board
in the narthex, where there is also a container for your donations.

September Ladies Luncheon
Ladies, you are invited to attend the next Ladies Luncheon on
September 9th, 11:30 am, at The Lighthouse Girill. It is located at
260 Maryland Ave (west of Placida Rd at bay’s edge). Separate
checks. Deadline is Sunda
y, Sept. 6th.

Food Pantry
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local
families in need. You can help by bringing canned vegetables and
placing them in the container in the narthex.

Attendance last week: 38
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Name Tags
If you don’t have a name tag but would like one, there is a sign-up
sheet in the narthex. Your tag will be hanging with the others next
Sunday.

We Continue Praying For ...

Tracie Thompson Judy Jasper Jeff Petersen
Sherry Hatt Harold Schultz  Doug Schuemann
Jean lhlenburg Pastor Syl Sandy Despreaux
Bobbie Neilson Byron Myrick Jim & Lou Taylor
Larry Bennett Kathy Myers

Gary & Marcia Wilkins Buster & Carolyn Furman

Serving Today

Altar Guild & Liturgist: Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor
Kathryn Gallagher Sound: Jim Porter

Ushers: Mary Lou Fitzgerald,

Ruthie Rohrbach

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every weekday morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Men'’s Breakfast

8:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship

10:45 am Morning worship

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi

Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

4D, Evangelical
o= mb Lutheran Church

8T
‘\! l7pO in America
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