August 16, 2026 12th Sunday After Pentecost

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West
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Itis not what
goes into the
moith that

defiles a person,

. but what comes

. out of the mouth;
this detfiles a
person.

- Matthew 15:11 (ESV)
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* Indicates a time to stand (if you are able)

THE GATHERING
The Hily Oinis ealls us together as the pegple of Jod.

WELCOMING CONGREGANTS, GUESTS, AND VISITORS
PRELUDE

*CALL TO GATHER

P We gather in the name of God: Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen!

[Please, stand in body or spirit.]

GATHERING HYMN Lord, Whose Love
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;

3 As we wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:

still the cap-tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants,bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur-dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring us  to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser- vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

[Please, remain standing.]

*A BRIEF STATEMENT OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back
to you. Your yoke is easy, and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”” In the name of God, Father,

+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
C Amen.
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[Please remain standing if you are able.]

HYMN OF PRAISE Shout to the Lord ELW 821

My Jesus, my Savior
Lord there is none like You
All of my days | want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love

My comfort, my shelter
Tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath, all that | am
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name



| sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise | have ... In You

*THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who
call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with
compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

THE WORD OF GOD
C?MMI@M@&WMWWM and dong.

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES ARE READ

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
' Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come and my deliverance be revealed.
° And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.




® Thus says the Lord Gob, who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
| will gather others to them besides those already gathered.

L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
[Paul writes:] ' T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. “® God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.

’For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you
were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of
their disobedience, ' so also they have now been disobedient in order that,
by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy. ** For God
has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

L The Word of God. C Thanks be to God.
[Please stand if you’re able.]
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks WOV 671
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Al-le - lu ~ia, al-le-1lu-ia give thanks to  the ris-en Lord Al -le -
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*(GOSPEL READING Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

P Areading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

[ [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and
understand:** it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it
is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” ** Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
when they heard what you said?” ** He answered, “Every plant that my




heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. ** Let them alone; they
are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both
will fall into a pit.” *° But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.”
'®Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? *’ Do you not
see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into
the sewer? ** But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,
and this is what defiles. '° For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. *° These
are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

?! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
°% Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” % But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” * He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” > But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help
me.” “° He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it
to the dogs.” ' She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.” *° Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great
1s your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed from that moment.

P The Gospel of our Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

[Please be seated.]

THE WORD IS PROCLAIMED

PASTOR ESTEVEZ

[Please stand if you’re able.]

THE ACCLAMATION
We rotpond to God with praise, afirmation, prayer, and ofexings.

HYMN OF RESPONSE My Shepherd, You Supply
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My Shep-herd, you sup-ply my need; most ho - ly 1is your name.

When I  walk through the shades of death, your pres-ence is my stay;
The sure pro - vi - sions of my God at - tend me all my days;
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In  pas - tures fresh you make me feed, be - side the liv-ing stream.
one word of your sup-port-ing breath drives all my fears a - way.
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oh, may yourhouse be my a - bode and all my work be praise.
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You bring my wan-d’ring spir-it  back when I  for - sake your ways,
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does stil my ta - ble spread;
Here would 1 find a set - tled rest, while oth-ers go and come;
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and lead me, for your mer-cy’s sake, in paths of truth and grace.
my cup with bless-ings o - ver-flows, your oil a- noints my head.
no more a strang-er or a  guest, but like a child at home.

*THE CREEDS WE AFFIRM

O

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Together we confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day, he
rose again.




He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

[Please be seated.]

THE PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

L With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

each petition concludes... Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

L  Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

O O

THE OFFERING

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing,
we respond with our tithe and offerings.

OFFERTORY INTERLUDE

[Please stand if you’re able.]

OFFERTORY HYMN Praise God from Whom ELW 885

All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise God, all
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heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
*OFFERING PRAYER
L Together we pray,
C Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us

take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

THE HOLY MEAL
o foods us with the presence of, Joius Chriss.

*SURSUM CORDA

The Lord be with you.
And also with you,

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful

God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who makes us joyful in prayer.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san -na in  the high - est.
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san-na in  the high - est, " ho-san-na in the high - est.

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us pray as
Jesus taught us.
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

[Please be seated.]
THE INVITATION
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a guest and

regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here. For those
not communing, please keep your hands folded; you will receive a blessing. Bring
your child if you wish for him/her to receive a blessing, too. Both wine (red) and

grape juice (white) are available. If you prefer a gluten-free wafer, notify the
pastor. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive
communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

[After all have communed, please stand.]

*P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in God’s grace.

C Amen.
*THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Together we pray,
C Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our

hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us
that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as
you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
$God blesses us anddends us on @ mission to the werld,
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*THE BENEDICTION

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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1 My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - 1y,

2 May thy rich grace im - part  strength to  my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze [ ftread and griefs a - round me spread,
4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream

o - ) i
© . ; .
Sav - 1or di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe Ssor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a- way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!

*THE DISMISSAL

P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Welcome back, Pastor Syl.

Work Crew
The work crew will meet this Tuesday at 7:30 am. All are welcome
to join them and keep the church building and grounds looking and
operating well.

God’s Work, Our Hands, September 13
For many years, the ELCA has encouraged congregations to
participate in a special outreach called “God’s Work, Our Hands.”
Each year we choose a different group to help. This year we will be
assisting Lutheran World Relief as they assemble Personal Care
Kits for areas across the world who need help. During August, we
will be collecting the following items, new and in their original
packaging unless noted: dark-colored light weight bath towels, 2-3
bath-size bars of soap, an adult toothbrush, a sturdy comb (remove
packaging) and metal nail clippers (remove packaging). We will
see the items are separated into kits. The full details are on the
bulletin board in the narthex. There will be a container for your
donations available next week.

Food Pantry
We partner with the St. Francis food bank to reach out to local
families in need. You can help by bringing paper towels and
placing them in the container in the narthex.

Attendance last week: 39
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We Continue Praying For ...

Tracie Thompson Judy Jasper Jeff Petersen

Sherry Hatt Harold Schultz  Doug Schuemann
Jean lhlenburg Pastor Syl Sandy Despreaux
Bobbie Neilson Byron Myrick Jim & Lou Taylor

Ash family Larry Bennett Gary & Marcia Wilkins

Buster & Carolyn Furman

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every weekday morning 6:30 am AA meets at church
Monday 8:00 pm AA meets at church
Tuesday 7:30 am Work Crew

9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
10:00 am Council

Sunday 10:15 am Coffee Fellowship
10:45 am Morning worship

Serving Today

Altar Guild: Kathryn Gallagher Video/YouTube: Lou Taylor
Liturgist: Debby Porter Sound: Jim Porter

Ushers: Jay Fisher, Jim Hughs,

Don Penrod

Your church council: Jeff Petersen (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice
President), Dave Johnsen (Secretary), Jim Porter (Treasurer), Sue
Baran, Jan Moynihan, Gene Newlon, Ken Stephens, Dave Woodliff
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Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda West
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313
office@alivingfaith.org

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor: Syl Estevez  Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi

Office Hours: 9:00 am — Noon (M-F)

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior
As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit
As a deep FAITH is taught and caught
As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life

4|, Evangelical

LA Lutheran Church
DS/ :
V|P" in America
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