
Sunday, April 25, 2021  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

Prelude         

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 
 

P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! C He is Risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

HYMN       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice           ELW 385 

 

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Let us confess our sins, trusting that God will forgive us and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Together we pray, 

C Faithful and just God, we confess that we are captive to doubt 

and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death.  We have not 

loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us.  Forgive 

us, God of mercy.  Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our 

lives and make us new, that we may know the abundant life given 

in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 



P In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent 

the Son to atone for our sins.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I 

announce to you that your sins are forgiven.  Let the perfect love of 

God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 



 

THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C And also 

with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

C O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and 

guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and 

we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING             1 John 3:16-24 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought 
to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who 

has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And 
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 

him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 

knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his 



commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

The word of God.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 
 

 
 

GOSPEL  John 10:11-18 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 

them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not 

care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life 

for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 

also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 

up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 



L The Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON KINDERGARTEN LESSONS: HELP OTHERS Pastor Armen 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

HYMN               The King of Love    ELW 502 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Together we confess our faith, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 



A Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

each petition concludes…  

  Hear us, O God.   

   Your mercy is great. 

P  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 

in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN W&P 37 

  
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 

 



C God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your 

table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and 

send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 

beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation 

to all.  You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming 

death into life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

ELW stg 10 s207 

 

 

 



THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you are a guest and 

regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here.  

For children who are not communing, please keep your hands folded and 
you will receive a blessing.   

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available at communion.  If you 

prefer grape juice to wine, please raise an index finger when the server 
comes to you.  

If you require a gluten-free wafer, notify the server.   

If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive 

communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  

after all have communed 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace.    

C Amen. 

 

A Together we pray, 



 

C Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 

hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 

witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

P May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great 

joy.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever.   C Amen. 

 

HYMN      Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us    ELW 789 

 

 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Share the good news of life in Christ  

C  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. 
 

Postlude  



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending in person this morning! 

Disposable face masks are required and available from  
an usher. 

 
Altar Flowers 

The flowers on the altar this week were given by: 
 ~ Gary and Marcia Wilkins in celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary 
 ~ Roger DeMeritt in celebration of Gloria’s birthday. 
 

Looking Aheadé 
~ Beginning Tuesday, May 11, the work crew will revert to summer 
hours.  Come join the crew at 7:30 each Tuesday morning to help 
keep the church and grounds in good working order.   
~ We will return to 1 service (at 9:30, inside) on Sunday, May 16. 
 

Food Pantry 
We have placed a plastic storage container on the ramp by the 
back door for your donations to the local food bank, or you can 
leave them in the box in the narthex.  The food bank especially 
needs bars of soap. 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 89 
 
WE PRAY FORé 
Larry Bennett   Elaine Claussen  Barb Neilson   
Marcia Wilkins   Rick Luckow   Jackie Magee 
Lois Howell    Linda Schleede  Melissa Howell 
Trevor Goodwin   Royce Tyler   Gail Pedersen 
Greg Schultz    Carl Jaspers   Eric Atherholt  
Nelson family 
 
   



THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
 

Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 8:00 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
Wednesday 1:00 pm  OLT 

 
Serving Today 

Altar Guild: Harold & Linda Schultz 
First Service: 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Cyndy Hoops 
Usher: Jay Fisher 
Second Service: 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Ellen Lindhurst 
Ushers: Larry & Linda Bennett 

 
Electronic Giving 

To contribute to support God’s work, you may visit our web page 
https://alivingfaith.org and use the “Give” button. 
 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133 

Secretary: Barbra Davis           Choir Director: Charlene Howe 

Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 
 

 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F) 

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT 

 

www.alivingfaith.org    office@alivingfaith.org 

https://alivingfaith.org/
http://www.alivingfaith.org/
mailto:office@alivingfaith.org

